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6 1 have often thought, nay, am abſolutely of opinion, 
ec that, when the fable ſcroll of all our 7//s ſhall be diſplayed 


c before that awful tribunal, where the beſt of men may 


& tremble at the idea of appearing, and where all will moſt 


cc aſſuredly be arraigned, every unneceſſary pang which we 
e have infli ed on tie brute creation will there appear as 
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FILIAL INDISCRETIONS. 


LETTER AAA... 
Sir Harry Somerville to Miſs Somervilie. 


MY DEAR CUARLOTTE, 


VV HEN I wrote to you, on the 23d A 
that . told you, you know, that I 
ſhould ſet out for Portarlington the next 
day; and ſo I did, as ſure as a gun, girl, 
with my truſty Iriſh ſervant Pat. But 
ve had not travelled more than half a 
dozen miles, when, whom ſhould I meet 
but Mr.  Oughterloney . himſelf! So I 
thought I might as well return, with him, 
and talk over matters at the hotel. 
vol. Ii, 8 
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1 found, Charlotte, when little Ough- 
terloney, and I, began to ſet too, that we 
did not rightly underſtand one another; 
for he talked about going to the Caſtle to 
Tee if I could not get ſome compenſation, | 
from government, for my loſſes. But 
„ hold hard!” ſaid I:—* no more of 
< that, old friend. I have always been 
(called Sir Harry the independent, and 
#6; damn me ! if ever Ill alk a favour of 
any man breathing.” So we beat 

round the buſh the other way, my dear 
girl; and I am glad to tell thee that 
matters are not like to be ſo bad, al- 
together, as we thought they would. 
The great folks, in the elbow chairs, as 
far as I can find, are going to do ſome- 
thing for the poor ſufferers; and then, if 
I be not out of luck entirely, why, you | 
know, they may do ſomething for me. 
However, I have promiſed to go down 
with Ouglterloney to-morrow, or next 


day, 
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day, and talk to the poor PRES them- 
ſelves. 
I got your Ictter of the 2 5th, reltindiy 5 
morning, and rejoiced to hear that als . 
was well at home. 
As ſure as a gun, charlotte, that 4 
baronet ought to be hanged. Od rot 
him! how he doubled about thee, poor 
thing! But he ſwindled me fairly, and 
ought to have been ſet in the ny for 
it. 
Od ſo! now I think of the pillory, 40 
po tell Will Steady to keep a good look out 
after Jack Sly. Damn that fellow! I wiſh 
he was hanged, of tranſported out of the 
way. He'll play the very devil with the 


Hhuares, now I'm not at home, if he is not 


well looked after. If Steady finds him 


N lurking about the grounds, don't ſend 


any broth— no, nor a drop of milk to the 

children; let 'em all—no, zounds ! let 

him do what he will with Jack, for he's: 
„ the 
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the greateſt raſcal upon earth, and would 
rather ſnare a hare, by half, than handle 
a muſquet to ſhoot the enemies of his 
country ;—but it is a pity the ſamily | 


ſhould ſuffer, for all that; ſo you may 


do as you like about the milk, and the 


broth. 


The ſentimental ſcoundrel, with his 


: d— fine feelings, came over yeſterday, 
ſure enough. I went on board the 


pacquet myſelf, and heard all about it. 


The ſteward deſcribed my gentleman to 


a T, and ſaid there was a very handſome 
young lady with him; but he thought 
ſhe was his wiſe, for they did nothing but 


ſcold, when nobody was near them. He 


went to Stephen's Green ; but not findin g 
any body in town, he poſted off to the 
county of Meath directly. If I were to 
catch the dog—but I don't wiſh to catch : 


him, ſomehow ; for, by the lord! I ſhould 
certainly have his life to anſwer for, 
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I owe him : a broken bone, or two, hoe 


his behaviour to us; but his treatment of 
his ſiſter poor, dear girl! as you call | 
her, puts me beyond all patience. _ 


Be aſſured if I hear any thing more 


| about 90 (1 I write directly. 


Thy loving father, 
With all my heart, 
Harry Somerville, 


- Foltfcript, Tell Son Strider not to = 


Delicate Lady roughly. 1only want him 
to mount her decently, but not to ride 


her hard; becauſe, when 1 come home, : 


we U turn her out till the ſpring. 


Ba LETTER 
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LETTER . 
Miſs Woodford to Miſs Belfield, 


War my dear Caroline perceives 
this long letter dated from“ The vale of 
* the glens;” and I inform her that her 
brother is one of its inhabitants, ſhe will, 
probably, think the ſeaſon for miracles i ON 
: returned, and that this, if not one of the 
firſt, is not the leaſt important on the 
modern records. But, believe me, my 
dear, this is nothing of a miracle to what | 
J could relate, were I not bound down, 
by ſolemn e to reveal no more chan : 
is, 
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ee time to time, permitted me. 
However, as I am at full liberty to 
acquaint you with every thing which | 
relates to my ungenerous brother” s con- 
duct, and my happy reſcue, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to a conciſe detail of thoſe, without 
tantalizing you with a tedious preface. 
Learn then, my dear,—and let this 
letter ſuffice. for Charlotte Somerville, 
and her friend alſo ; ;—learn then, that 
after the baſe and ungenerous Mrs. 
Jennings had decoyed me into the houſe, 
by aſſuring me that my brother was out 
of the kingdom ;—when I found myſelf 
betrayed, and again in his power, I lank. 
into a chair, moſl poignantly vexed at 
having become the dupe of my own ob- 
ſtinacy, in direct oppolition to your dear 
mother's reiterated perſualions,- - and 
cried like a child. 
My brother uſed every endeavour to 
pacify me, and ſoieninly pivicked that 
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if I would only indulge him with my 
influence to re-eſtabliſh him 1 in his own. 
good opinion, (for he declared he was 
almoſt diſtracted, and abſolutely deſpiſed 
himſelf,) I ſhould be perſettly at my 


liberty—to reſide with him, or return ty 


you, juſt as I pleaſed: but intimated 


that it would render him much happier 
ik 1 would © condeſcend to reſide with 
„him, as I ſhould ſoothe him, in his 
5 dejected ſtate, and prevent further 
plottings to his own diſgrace.” — 
| Hypocritical, —treacherous Wan! 


Really deceived by his apparent con- 


trition, and flattered by his repeated 
proteſtations that I ſhould be at liberty 
to chuſe my own place of refidence, I, 
with very little heſitation. ſizned the 
letter which he wrote, in imitation of 
my hand, and actually directed that it 
ſhould be given to you. I was perfectly 
_ealy as to its conſequence, tor 1 knew 


that, 
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chat, the moment I ſaw you, I could 
readily juſtify the proceeding. | Nay, I 
even flattered myſelf that I ſhould be 
capable of procuring your pardon for 
my ungenerous brother—ſo far as was 
conſiſtent with neighbourly Civility— 
en paſſant ; but poſitively determined 8 
to wound your feelings by ſpeaking a 
{yllable on a ſubject, which my own 
| heart told me mult be peculiarly ob- 
noxious to you. 


Thoſe, my ſweet friend, were my ſen- 
timents when I gave the letter to be 
delivered to your lervant; but they were 
not long ſuffered to keep poſſeſſion of 
my boſom, tor you could hardly have 
received it, before the artful man began to 
develope his projects. — He muſt have 
you, and he would have you, or periſh 
in the attempt.“ On his knees he 
implored me, with all the vehemence of 
diſtraction ;—with all the franticneſs of 
a 
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a man loſt (as [ thought) to all, but the 
infuriate paſſion of unruly love, to aſſiſt 
him in his ſchemes on you, as the only 
poſſible method of preſerving his life; 
yet, on aſſuring him that all the tortures 
man could invent ſhould not compel me 
to act fo atrociouſly, and that, if he even 
had you in his cuſtody, he would find it 
impoſſible to procure your conſent, but 
might be aſſured of your averſion, I dil- 
covered, to my aſtoniſhment, that it was 
the furor of malice and hypocriſy which 
poſſeſſed him ;—that love and eſteem 
| were out of the queſtion !_ Indeed, had 
your brother acceded to his propoſal, 
you were to have been treated with 
decency! but revenge was then his only 
object, and with that 8 be glutted; 
for he would not only have you at his 
mercy, but (ſhewing me a letter of my 
dear Harriett's, wherein ſhe rallies me on 
my attachment to Captain Belfield, which 
5 e N 
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he had meanly taken from my ſerutoire 5 
he would—* cut them up there too; for 
he would take me to Ireland, and 
* marry me to a friend of his, who, he 
„„ was well allured, would jump at me, 
«and return him half my fortune, 
which would enable him to retrieve his 
* honour, by paying Sir Harry.“ 
Heaven knows! my dear Caroline, had 
he wanted the whole of my fortune, to 
render him an eſſential ſervice, I would 
readily have yielded it: but my boſom 
was then ſteeled againſt him, and he 
obtained only reproaches. 
Finding my integrity to my dear friend, 85 
and her family, inflexible, he dropt on 
his knees—* Then by Heaven ! you go 
* with me to Ireland this very night. 
<« But mark me, Eliza, do not think again 
a to eſcape me on the road, for” (uttering 8 
a moſt horrible oath) & the moment you 


67 attempt to alarm, even a ſingle in- 
by dividual, 
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„ dividual, that inſtant will I diſcharge 


one of my piſtols through your head, 
and the other into my own.“ And 
again he confirmed his menace with a 


rig imprecation ! 
In ſuch a predicament, feeling moſt 


forcibly, that I had every thing to appre- 


hend, both to him and myſelf. from his 


extreme agitation of mind ,—recolletting, 
too, that Mr. Belfield was gone to Ireland, 
and that, if I could catch a propitious 
moment to inform him of my Mani 

1 might depend on his protection; 


emboldencd, alſo, by a kind of — 


ment which influenced me to behold 
the expedition without one difagreeable 


apprehenſion, I refolutely replied, 


J accept your terms, Sir, and will 


attend you; but remember we do not 
© travel as friends.” He ſwore, moſt 
vehemently, that he would ſoon make 


me his friend, when he got me to Ireland; 


and 


„ 
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and on terms of reciprocal enmity, we 


commenced our journey. 


We travelled ſwift as the mail, my 


love, to Holyhead, but were detained 
there, by a violent ſtorm, until the fol- 


lowing evening; when, with a fair and 
gentle gale, we ſailed for Dublin. TS 
My readineſs to comply with Sir 


Charles 8 travelling injunctions ſoothed 
him much; and, unleſs when we quar- 
relled about you, which was frequently 
the caſe, I was not ſo much incommoded 
by him as I apprehended I ſhould have 
been. But when we landed he became 
extremely vigilant; yet, not ſo much ſo, 
but I found an opportunity of ſecuring 
a waiter in my intereſt, who made all 
poſſible inquiries after Mr. Belfield, — 
but without effect. 


Sir Charles made his inquirics, alto: 85 


"and learning that his friend—my ſhould. 
be ſpouſe, was at his ſeat, in the county of 
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14 
ö Weſtmeath, away we poſted after him, 
When there, we learnt that he had ſet 
| out—one day only !—what an eſcape !— 


"x 
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| to join his regiment, lying at Baltimore, 
|  —the furtheſt corner of the kingdom. 
Lou will not wonder that ſuch a diſ- 
: appointment ſhould have made im out- 
rageous, — he abſolutely foamed with 0 
vexation. Nor was I leſs enraged than | 1 
Himſelf, when, catching a ſmile on my 
©. ance; at lus diſappointment, he 7 
fon 'C would ſhut me up in the old 
, Unul his friend came 
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f manſion, at- 
home again. 
Ii 1 might very! naturally conclude, 
would be death to every hope of obtain- 
ing protection from Mr. Belfield, or any 
body elle; I, therefore, expoſtulated with 
him on his ungenerous conduct his 
inhumanity | I Teolded:; I entreated; 1 


| begged—wept—raved, but all to no pur-:: 
: pole : ' his heart was impenctrable, —he _ 1 
was : 
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was deaf, —he was dead to all the feelings 
of a brother—of a gentleman—of a man! 
„Go I ſhould, or breathe my laſt gaſp 
18 at bis feet.” 

My preſentiment, which tin chen had 
encouraged—— had deluded me, took a 
precipitate flight, and left me a prey 
do all the horrors of the moſt diſmal ap- 
prehenfions, forced marriage—rape— _ 
murder, perhaps. I abſolutely ſtruggled. 

. with the barbarian, and repeatedly at- 
tempted to force my way out of the 
8 carriage but in vain; the tyrant only 
laughed at me; for the glaſſes were drawn 
up, and he had poſſeſſion of the bands. 

We were within fix miles of the alarm 
ing ſpot— going, very lowly, up a hill, 
from the top of which I was exultingly 
promiſed a proſpect of my priſon, when, 
turning an angle of the road, we were 
met by a poſt-chaiſe, and two ſervants 
on horſeback, Furious with deſpair, I 

c Ep ſnatcht 
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ſnatcht off one of my ſhoes, and, daſhing 


it through the glaſs, ſhrieked with my 


utmoſt violence. — The chaiſe paſſed us 


in an inſtant, — even the ſervants ſeemed 


| not to have noticed me. 


1 then bade adieu to hope to hope 


itlelfthrew my ſelf back, and exclaimed 


I'm loſt! I'm loſt! 1 God! Jam 
«© Joſt.” 


« Your cries are vain, you ſee, Eliza; 5 


f ſaid the obdurate brother; © and a 


« will not ie. my ſchemes on the Bel- 


4 field's — —— damnation | ! ſtand off !” he 


cried, flaring wildly, and diſcharging his 
piſtols at one of the ſervants which had 
paſſed us, and who, returning, com- 


manded our drivers to ſtop. The piſtols 
were, moſt happily, unfaithful to the 


hand which directed them; and, both 


doors of the carriage opening at the ſame 


inſtant, I ſprang from my priſon, and 


leapt 0 heavens into your brother's 
arms! . e We 
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We had travelled” a conſiderable 
diſtance before was ſufficiently recovered 
| to be capable of recollection, for I had 
wonnded my leſt hand when breaking 

che glaſs, and what with the perturbation 
of my [pirits, and ſight of my own blood, ; 
I fainted. At length. on my right hand, 
I perceived Mr. Belfield hanging over me 
with all the anxiety—all the tenderneſs 
of a brother not ſuch a brother as mine 
had been to me On the other hand was 
his friend,—and ſuch a friend too! Ah, 
my dear Caroline! but that I am bound 

down by ſolemn incantations, I could a 
tale unfold but enough; I am dumb 
through the charms of a magician, who 
will chan ue alt: 

Mr. Belfield received my thanks for his 
critical aſſiſtance, with perfe& ren 
and introduced me to his friend - the 
Chevalier L'Amie,” —a friend indeed $ 
He alſo introduced me to another friend, 
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0 


a Mr. Senegal, from Liverpool ; whom, 
my preſence had compelled d. to ride his 
ſervant's horſe. 

Anxious to learn the fate of my brother, 

| ill as he had behaved to me, I had the 
ſatisfaction to hear that, being much 
terrified, and begging to be ſuffered to 
depart— even alone, the doors of the 
carriage were cloſed, and the drivers 
ordered to proceed. On expreſſing my 
ſurprize that his ſervants, four in number, 

and well armed! ſhould have made no 
reſiſtance; the Chevalier told me that 
they ſeemed fully prepared for battle, but 
obſerving Mr. Belfield, they gazed with | 
aſtoniſhment at each other, and remained 
perfectly neutral. Probably my fierce. 

« aſpe&” (ſaid he ſmiling.) © might have 

** had ſome influence too; for one of them 

appeared ſo faſcinated that I really 

„ thought he would have fallen from his 
0 horſe,” _ No wonder! thought I; 
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for the Chevalier had, previoully, g given 
me a look, which I am ſure I ſhall | 


„never forget.“ 
We continued our journey (about 


eighteen miles) to the vale—of paradiſe 
it ſhould have been called, —to me it 
was a paradiſe indeed, after having, lo 

recently, been the object of terror nad | 
deſpair. Even your brother, who never 

| betore felt ſufficient curioſity to viſit this 

| eſtate, iS wonderfully delighted with it. 


This morning, we took an ample ſurvey 


of all its thouſand beauties, and were 
perfectly enchanted. On renewing our 
admiration as we [at at table after dinner, 
your brother ſaid, in a tone ſomewhat 
above a whiſper, preceded by an im- 
preſſive ſigh, —** Yes, my dear Eliza, it 
is a charming ſpot, indeed !—A place 
„here the voluptuary, lurfeited with 


8 ſenſuality, and cloyed with the re- 


2 ucrated efforts of luxury to pamper A 


60 vitiated 
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. © drilled, too! have you, Belfield ?- 
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„ vitiated appetite, might receive new. 
_ * vigour from the ſweet ſecluſion; with 


%a refinement of delight which he had 
hitherto been a ſtranger to, for Content 
£ would readily become his companion ; 

«.—Joy, alſo, would make one of the 
% party, as often as he choſe to give the 
66 invitation, I could name a friend of 


_* your's, Eliza, whom, were ſhe but as 


] once flattered my ſelf ſhe was, and 
T mine, this place would be Elyfium | 
„ to me.” 


Oh, oh!” exclaimed his 11 Mr. 
Senegal; ; © What you have been heart- 


© Ha, ha, ha! Come, confeſs. Lit. us 
© hear all about it, my dear fellow. 
A Coquette, I ſuppoſe. Rand the 
„ twig, and flew from the dying Swain, 


*« juſt when he thought he had Iimed 


both wings, and ſecured it for his own.” 


(laughing heartily,) 6 Drown me! if I 
did 
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did not think there were ſome love- 
e ſpaſms twitching you now and then, 
you looked fo deviliſh houghthsl and 
„ diſconſolate.” _ | 
| Your brother failed; at the farcaltic 
hilarity of his friend ; but there was an 
expreſſion in the countenance which pre- 
vented any of us from joining with him; 
for who laughs with the veteran hlt 
ſmiling at his wounds ! 
"Not to have known the lady, my dear 
Hazard, is a ſufficient apology for 


1995 erring in your Opinion. No, Sir; Sh Pa 


did not forſake me. but happineſs did, 
« from the moment I felt myſelf impelled 
* to the abandonment of all the bliſsful 
„ hopes, which | had centered in her.” 

„ 1 have oftentimes been ured by 
© extreme curiolity, Sir, to inquire into 
< the caule of your frequent moments of 
© melancho! ; but was ever too much 
8 affected a at the coullict between paſhon 


6&6 and 
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þ and philoſophy, to add to your in- 
gquietude by any impertinent intruſion 
+ of mine. May we be indulged Wu 
* the nature of the offence ?” 
"My brother—yoar brother, I mean, 
my gn TP: ee ee 
 blutfhned ! ——*< Perhaps,“ he ſaid, and 
pauſed ; — al my dear Chevalier, 
it would be proper to preface my ex- 


. with a hiſtory, or rather a 
critical expoſition of my feelings and 
Nw aps ; and . you that, at 
* the head of the liſt, — highly pre- 
md eminent too, ſtands Glial duty. This 


OR may be necellary to ſhield me from a 
charge of faſtidiouſnels ; or what, at 
© the moment, ſhocked me as filial in- 
e -ratitude, you may deem, at worſt, an | 
„ indiſcretion only, Nay, I, myſelf, 
have oftentimes wondered at my own 
* fortitude ; and have frequently been 
0 * prompted to attribute the whole to 
6 inſatuation.— 


> Interaction: 
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© that my e was more £ NLP OUS—NLUTE 
4: Amato tan to hang the 1 of has 


e chilgren upon ihe twigs of iis own pre- 
6 ee — hole were the fatal words 
which, feeling as I did, and coming 


& from one whom I thought all per- 
« fetiion, abſerbed every other PANS 
Fo of my loul; and! perhaps too long 


vielded implicitly t0 the ideal cn 0tions 


e Of an injured parent!“ 


Your brother ceaſed, and wiped a tcar 
away. The C hevalier altemyted to drink 


wine; but meeting a ſudden obliin tion, 


he flew to the window and coughed! oudly. 
Mr Senegal, Sore ee than T had 
hitherto ſeen him, fad —*© It was queer 
enough, by the lord! Belficld, to 
© forlake ſo fine a creature tor fo ſtrange 
<« a reaſon. Zounds! Man, if ſhe com- 
$5 mitted any crime at all, it was tO her 
«6 father ſhe was anſw ſerable, and not to 


66 you. 


J eve Hulle. ef myſelf 
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#20 you. But, for my part, can ſee 
** nothing at all in it; for, if parents are 
«cruel, it would be e hard indeed, 
if children were denied the privilege of 


P * 


me * complaining. 1 
The Chevalier returned, with eyes ; 
red as ferrets ! Having received the com- 
pliments of your brother for his tender 
ſympathy;—* I differ from you widely, 
[ Sir; ſaid he, to Mr. Senegal; —“ If a 
daughter betray evident {ymptoms of 
| in oeraticnde. or petulance, to a parent 
BM | whom ſhe is indebted to for all ſhe i is 
* all ſhe poſſeſſes, the lover may well 


** take the alarm, and tremble with ap- 


prchenſions of her conduct —-when a 
wife. The lady was certainly guilty of 
2 very {erious crime, Sir; (to your | 
brother) and has, I preſume, moſt 
* poiznantly experienced its effect 
* were it only from ſuch conduct having 
i depriy ed her of your elleem,” 


| 6 J] 5 5 


: 
: 
| 
: 
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= 
«] hope wet moſt fervently hope 
not; but of that Iam totally ignorant; 


26 « for my mother, at my carneſt requeſt, 
has ſuſpended all intelligence from that 


1 quarter, until I am capable of receiving 


= it as I could wiſh. - Alas! when 
«will that be? And, be aſſured, my 
dear Chevalier, 1 do not perceive any 
addition to my fortitude by the pre- 
« cipitate, yet happy meeting of this lady, : 
her intimate friend. But who is for a 
a turn in the garden before tea come, 5 
6 my friends; and we may, poſſibly, pick 
. 2D þ ſubject, in our walk, more ſuitable 
* to the infirmity of my mind at this 
a unhappy juncture.“ We took the hint 
 —tripped into the garden—enjoyed the 
breeze; and your brother ſoon became 
ſerene, and cheerful. . 
It is a delightful ſpot, Caroline x 
a Vale of Vales fertile to a f 8 
About two miles and a half long, and 
vol, 111. 15 nearly- 


N . * _ 
* 2 . 
** rr er, OE Io 
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8 4 - 


mo FILIAL INDISCRETIONS. 


nearly two miles wide Surrounded by 
four mountains, ſeparated from each other 
by as many glens, or chaſms, nearly 
perpendicular; but clothed, in many 
places, even from top to bottom, with 
trees of wonderful magnitude, the roots 
of which have perforated the very rocks, 
and extracted nouriſhment from ſtones. 


The mountains, too, are adorned with 
vaſt numbers of trees of various ſpecies, 


_ preſenting a foliage, at this ſeaſon, pe- 
culiarly diverſified from cheerful green, 
to the duſkieſt autumnal brown. 


In various parts, where the declivity i is 


: gradual, aſpects bald and ſombre preſent _ 
| themſelves, becauſe, here, timber has a 
value worthy notice, and will be felled 


wherever it can be got at; but ſtill the 
vacant patches give variety, at the ſame 


time that they add eſtimation to the 


quantities remaining: and which, by the 


bye, bid fair to remain till doomſday, be- 


cauſe 


FILIAL INDISCRETIONS. 7 


cauſe che mountains are, at thoſe places, : 
ſo exceſſively ſteep as to render the 
approach of carriages impoſſible: con- 
ſequently, thoſe trees cannot be converted 
to other purpoſes, not even to fuel; but 
of that there is no ſcarcity, there 838 
an excellent turf- bog near the Valley, | 
inexhauſtible by its inhabitants, and in- 
acceſſible to others. 
The mountain, on the ſouth Gde, 1 is the 
only one by which you can approach 
the Vale; and thence, only by one road, 
broad enough for a ſingle carriage, —of a 
_ diſmal depth, and 1 in WIPE: PIG . 
fully Reep.. .. 
In the midſt of the Valley, on a circular 
iſland, about three hundred yards over, 
—ſurrounded by a lake, covering more 
than eighty acres of land, ſtands the 
manſion houſe. It is built of ſtone 
very convenient, though not the moſt 
elegant imaginable. It was conſtructed 
Da to 


| ; 
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1 | to ſtand for ever, I preſume,—the walls | 

I | are ſo prodigiouſly thick, and the window ; 
| | frames ſo ſtrong! _ 

| | | Tradition ſays that the bels of the 5 

os valley was a lake; but that it was reduced 


to its preſent dimenſions by a tremendous 
earthquake, which rent apertures in the 
rock for the waters to diſembogue through. 
It is certainly, very remarkable that al- 
though, during violent rains, the waters 
ruſh through the glens in torrents, into 
the lake, yet, for ages, it has not been 
known to rife a foot above its preſent b 
level; nor, in the drieſt ſeaſon, to link | 
as much below it. 4 
The Valley is exceedingly fertile. g 
And no more being cultivated for tillage, ; 
than is abundant for the inhabitants, the 
remainder is crowded with cattle, which 
render the paradiſe inceſſantly cheerful 
by their gambols—where the plaintive 
Tow, or bleat of want is never heard! And 
as. 


o 28 - Bd. — - * 1 
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as the moſt ab Goat- herd in the 


kingdom 1s here, the wanton friſks and 


bounds of the pretty kids, from rock to 
rock, is a continual fund of amuſement. 
The tuneful choriſters of the woods and 
groves are innumerable. And game is 
in plenty—for its admirers. 15 


The only Village 1 in the Vale 1 is ſituated 1 


in front of the Manſion, near the hill - 
which ſupports the turf- bog. It is very 

convenient, — contains about two. hun- 
d red inhabitants the reſt of the vale as 


many more. Numbers would gladly add 


to its reſidents; but your brother fearing : 


luxury and difſention would enter with 
- them, will nat ſuffer more houſes to be 
built ;—Generouſly ſacrificing intereſt to 
the happineſs of his tenants ! 


I do not think there is a perſon, in _— 


| whole vale, abſolutely illiterate, as, at K 


ſuitable age, every one 18 taught to read, | 


write, and know ſomewhat ol arithmetic. 


„„ OO The 
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The venerable Clergyman—for there is a 
neat little Church, built, and endowed . 

by your great grand- father, the pre- 
ſentation to which, Mr. Bel field ſays, is 
ſtill in the family : the Clergyman is 


their religious Paſtor,—their ſecular A 


ſtructor, —their general friend. To him, 
by univerſal conſent, the people ſubmit 
their little differences, and his award, 
generally giving reciprocal ſatisfaction, is 
always deemed ſacred. He is not the 
| deſpot of the village, but the patriarch | 
of the vale ;—not the partial friend, or 
enemy of any, but the delight and father 
of all.—Such is this exquiſite retreat! 
Vet, ſuch as it is, we ſhall . it to- 
morrow. „ | 
As you, and I; my dear, have frequently 
laid our wiſe heads together to divine of 
what the ſecrets of Free- maſonry con- 
ſiſted; and what your brother could be 
doing ſo often at , whenever he 
. received. 


=o — . r 5 
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received a letter ornamented with pillars, 
and ſuns, and moons, and compaſſes, and 
a variety of etcetera; I cannot reſiſt en- 
- croaching a little on your time, ta com- 
ee wi a converſation which took place 


ter ſupper. 
Mr. Senegal was obſerving a picture of-:. 


your father, ornamented with emblems. 
of maſonry, Reſting his chin on his 
hands, his elbows on the table, and 
| viewing the painting very attentively,— 


a very polite poſition to fit in before a 
lady! you will ſay ;— 


I] uſed to puzzle myſelf moſt con- 
wy  foundedly, Belfield, about that will- 
* 0-the-whiſp, free- maſonry, but never 
* could make any thing out to ſatisfy 


FT me. I now find by — 5 publication, 


that they are all a parcel of Jacobins.“ 
elf you mean to attach any thing 


_ & odious, or criminal, to the appellation,” 
os Your brother ; 6 I; am happy that 


« you 
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„you are miſtaken, Sir; as from my 


* little knowledge of maſonry, I have 


been taught to believe that the lociety 


© cconſiſts of men whole principal object 
4 is, or ſhould be, to live in peace, har- 5 
« mony, and brotherly love with al! 


„ mankind.” 


— 


«Ha. ha. ha! * vociferated his nd 


« what, you are coming the myſtery : 
© over us Ino, no, my dear boy, that 
« won't do; you are to late in the day 
let darken us now, The wily ſcotſman 
* has caught you by ſurprize ; peeped 

© through the key- hole, and brought al]! 

vour ſecrets away in his eye. Egod! 
thought he was pretty nearly right, 
as ſoon as I heard the report that one 
of the lodges, in our neighbourhood, 
© had made the amende honourable, by 
« admitt; ing A proleſſed lpy ; and that 
* the member s were emulous who ſhouid : 
„become the moſt expert informers. 
6 Nom 
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+ Now ſhould this really have been the 
* caſe, you yourſelf, Belfield, muſt. 
"Tl acknowledge that there was deviliſh 
little peace, harmony, or | brotherly 
My love' in the RENE * - 
„ Impoſſible! Sir; exclaimed your 
brother; the mojort is equally illiberal 
„with many of thoſe already circulated 
e perſon whom you have juſt 

now mentioned; and may, probably, 
* have iſſued Hom” the ſame ſource. | 
60 Maſons lau, oh at ſuch abſurd= 
66 igen ken ſallies, and are e 


66 inclined to think the propagators rather 
mad than malevolent.“ 


Hlad your author bode to 
e. inquire who were at the head of 
Ke. Maſonry, in Great Britain, before he 
8 preſumptuouſly | publiſhed his harſh 


*© opinions, = 


the titles of the Heir 


apparent of the empire,—of ſeveral of 
e his royal Brothers, and many of the 
: 0 * principal : 


-ſuch 


_ we 
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6c principal nobility ; as well as the names 


of the moſt illuſtrious characters in 
* the three kingdoms, would have taught 
him to bluſh at his ill-grounded ſuſ- 
« picions; and have induced him to 
„commit thoſe paragraphs to the flames, 
„ which now, being known to every one, 
_ * muſt ſecure him the cenſure of all.” 
2 Believe me, my dear Sir, free-maſons 
W are too firmly attached to their King, 
and Conſtitution, to abet the execrable 
„ ſyſtem of eſpionage; and are too tena- 
„ cious of civil liberty, as well as too 
i conſcious of their own integrity, either ; 
to careſs, or deprecate | its infamous ” 


6 + profeſſors.” 


Make my grateful my Min reſpects 
to your mamma. And be ſo kind to 
preſent my ſincere love to Charlotte 
Somerville; nor forget my affectionate | 
reſpects to her friend, 


I hope to e che felicity of em- 


bracin 8 
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bracing you ſoon after you receive this, 
as we are all on the rcturn—via Dublin. 
Till when, or, at leaſt, till 1 lave another 
opportunity ot writing, 


3 am, 
My ſweet friend, 
Your molt fervently affectionate, 
. Eliza N 20d} fort, 


Poſtcript. 1 ld not diſpatch my | 


letter without taking advantage of a lei- 
ſure half hour- 
| adventures of the morning. 


to communicate the 


Your amiable brother has really con- 


N me very much. He is already 
become the vigilant proxy of the Captain, 


and is actually jealous of my conduct 


with the Cheyalier.-—Judge e vou, what 
foundation he has for it, 


OD 
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| mine. 9 Captains — 


heart-catching, I aſſure Jnr 
the adventure. | 
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The Chevalier is, certainly, a very 
ftranze Chevalier indeed! You cannot 


*conceive, my dear Caroline, what hold 
he has gained on my eſteem.—eſtcem ! 
el do not think eſteem 1s all ! Take 


. care of your heart, my love, or . will ; 
catch it at the firſt bluſh, as—I vow, I 


was going to ſay——as he has caught 


a - Colonels 


ILGY 


Generals are nothing to him! He is 


commander in chief in the ſcience. of 
— But, to 


Standing by one of the parlour win 
dows, this morning, I was joined by the 


terrible Chevalier. We had not con- 


verſed long together before I found one 
wt my hands claſped within one of his, 
his -other thrown round my waiſt. 
In this fituation,-—inadvertent, and 
laughing heartily at Mr. Senegal, who | 
was 5 hobding a 2 with E hundred fat 
| oxen 1 


206 terms with the Chevalier. 
© my poor brother! 
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oxen which were feeding in the meadow | 
oppoſite us, your brother came to the 
door, ,—ſtarted—gazed—frowned, and re- | 
tired. The Chevaliter—wicked enough, 
you may ſay, laughed at the embarraſſ- 
ment, and retreated into the garden. I 
felt a little aukward, I will 1ngenuouſly 
confeſs to you; as I heard Mr. Belfield 


returning before 1 could e re- 


collect myſelf. 


I] came, Madam,“ a your brochar 


| very gravely, * to requeſt your letter, in 
order to encloſe it in my packet, that 


« it may be ready to on pod at the poſt- 
office, as we go through— But, I 


„ muſt own, Eliza, I da- not t expect to 


& have ſeen you on ſuch very.” familiar 
Alas 1 


; 


Then you ſhould not have adopted 


FE: ſuch a friend as—the poor Chevalier,” 
ſaid F man of his valour, and : 
Vol. 111. E e attractions, 
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85 attrafiions; Sir —aided by the powers 


who can reſiſt ?” 


©« of enchantment- 


' Your brother ſtood moticalels. and felt 
the keeneſt anguiſh, I am confident, from ; 
the appearance of his countenance.— 
| Dear man! I pitied him from my ſoul. 


„But I'll go finiſh my letter directly,“ 


ſaid J. We can talk the other matter 
over at our leiſure. And away I ran 
to ſcribble this; and again to aſſure you 
how lncerely 1 am 


E. . 


LETTER 


N. 
Dee. 
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LETTER xII. 
Mifs Somerville to „ Mi Netthorpe, 


DEAR MADAM, 


5 Lasr 1 as we fat at Tops; the 
| poſtman brought a packet from Mr, 
Belfield, for his enraptured mother; in 
which was a letter for Caroline, from— 
could you have conceived it, Couſin — 
from Miſs Woodford! _ 
We were inexpreſſibly delighted, on 
breaking the ſeal, to find it dated from 
the Vale of the Glens, an eſtate of Mr. 


Belfield' 8, in Ireland that ſhe had been 


reſcued by him from her brutal brother, 
and was then under his e 5 
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The letter is very long, and exceed: 
ingly intereſting. Be aſſured, Madam, 
we accompanied the dear girl, in idea, 
throughout her arduous journey. Par- 


took of her inquietudes,—ſympathized 
in her diſtreſſes, —trembled with anxiety 


at fituations critically alarming, —ex- 


ulted with tranſport at her delivery; and 
enjoyed the various beauties which ſhe 
minutely deſcribes ; as well as the {weet- 


_ neſs of a ſociety moſt oc de- 
picted. 


But, ah! Couſin, an adventure related 


in the poſtſcript, made us pay dearly for 
the pleaſures we received in the body of 
the letter. And after giving it repeated 


peruſals, and reflecting on its contents 
till bed time, we could draw no other 
inference from it, but that her inhuman : 
brother” s conduct had deranged her in- 
tellects ;,—that ſhe wrote the letter under 
the happy influence of a lucid interval, 
N „ but. 


— 8 
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but penned the poſtſcript during a pa- 
roxyſm of inſanity. Would you believe 
it, Madam ? She there ſpeaks of an un- 
caſineſs which Mr. Belfield laboured 
under (on account of her behaviour to 
his friend whom ſhe never ſaw before 
the preceding day, when ſhe was reſcued 
by his aſſiſtance) with a mixture of pity, 
and indifference, truly paradoxical! And 
tells of having been ſeen by Mr. Belfield, 
when privately converſing with his friend 4 
—one of her hands claſpt in bhis—the 
other thrown round her waiſt!» wah &- 
levity which nothing but derangement, 
or, as ſhe ſometimes hints, being ſubje& 
to the power of enchantment, can palliate. 


ES Do not imagine we are ſo ſimple, 

Coulin, as to fancy that an affection of ſo 

long ſtanding as Eliza's, cannot . 

blown by a ſudden oult of paſſion :. 18 

_too many inſtances are on record to ſuffer 

us to doubt it: But it is morally impoſſible f 
5 53 for 
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for a woman of her extreme good ſenſe— 


ingenuouſneſs of diſpoſition, —and un- 


affected delicacy, to become ſo depraved, 


in a few hours only, as not to be content 
with transferring her plighted faith ; but, 
without remorſe—without even apparent 
reluctance, to communicate the falling off 
herſelf! Nay, to threaten her lovely friend 
with her odious Chevalier; and warn her 
; to beware of his dangerous and deluſive 


addreſs! Oh! no, no! it is impoſſible 


that Eliza Woodford ſhould be ſuch an 
Eliza! She muſt be—She certainly 18 
| deranged—mad—loſt, for ever! And all 
our effufions of tranſport at her reſcue, 
are converted to pity—to grief, at the 


miſerable ſtate of lo amiable, fo fweet 


A friend, whom we ſhall not ceaſe to 


deplore as the hapleſs victim of her 
execrable brother. 

Mrs. Belfield is excelbiely- grieved 
about the dear girl and you cannot 
imagine 
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imagine how much Colonel Townley, and 
Mr. Bliſton, were affected at our reports 
of her ſituation.— They both of them, 
called on us this morning, on their way 


| home, they ſaid ; and ſaid here till after 
tea. Little elſe was heard, the whole 

time they were here, Couſin, but bewail- 
ings on our part, and expreſſions of 


condolence on theirs ; except while the 


Colonel was informing us of your good 
| ſtate of health, and the many kind com- 
pliments, which you had charged him 5 

with. Though we could not help ſaying 


that we thought a ſingle line would not 


have fatigued him: but he aſſured us the : 


houſe was full of company; conlequently, © 


we concluded you had not much leiſure 
time for writing—even to thule who prize : 


a letter from you. at the immenſe value 


which we do. | 
I muſt not omit to inform you of a 


flip of comfort which your friend was. 
induly bed 8 
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indulged with —amidſt all our ſorrows; 


and at which he exulted not a little. 
SOON after dinner, Miſs Belfield caſt a 
look over the part of the letter where 
Eliza threatens her with the Chevalier. 
06 Afraid of the Chevalier !” ſaid ſhe, 


© afraid of a F renchman l—A e g 


object, truly, to be in danger of !- 


„No, no, 1 think I am perfectly Cafe 5 


nere hen toſſed up her beauteous 


face, and—unintentionally, no doubt, 
_ glanced a fine blue eye at the Colonel, 4 
who ſeemed to catch it with no _ 


latisfaction. 


«No my dear child ſaid her mamma; 5 
«© if ever you are tempted to make an 


{© offering of your heart for the honour 


* of your country, place the precious 
e depoſite on the integrity of ſome brave 


«6 and honourable Engliſhman.” 


Colonel Townley paid Mrs. Belfield for | 
her compliment with a moſt elegant bow. 


Mr. 


r 
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Mr. Bliſton too, clapt his hands, and 
cried “ Bravo! Madam—thank you, 
© Madam.“ —As if he included himſelf in 


the compliment; and deemed her advice 
a death ſtroke to any pretenſions, which 
the Chevalier might preſume to arrogate 1 
over every other lady in the company. | 


In fact, Couſin, the unexpected arrival | 


ok our beaux was rather apropos; for, 
by ſympathizing in our afflictions, they 
very materially contributed to mitigate 
them. Not but their modes of expreſſing 
their ſympathy ſometimes wore certain 
aſpects that, had we not been ſomewhat 
_ prejudiced in their ſavour, might have 
given us alarm, if not have endangered 
our diſpleaſure. But, poſſibly, ſome gen- 
tlemen may accuſtom themſelves to a 
Z peculiar fervour, when condoling their 
adorables: and, probably, the confidence 
created by a ſecond favourable reception, 
might have contributed to their energy. | 


"My; 
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At all events, they certainly beguiled our 
ſorrows for the moment; but, on leaving 
us, our grief returned with redoubled 
violence, and continued the whole 
„„ e 9 

I know not whether I have not to dined 


your diſapprobation; and yet I do not : 


feel that I merit cenſure. That, indeed, 


; you will be the beſt judge of, when I 


acquaint you that I have ſuſfered myſelf 


to be teazed out of a promiſe to write, as 

15 ſoon as Sir Harry returns, and inform 
Mr. Bliſton of the happy event. 1 rather 
think I went a little too far though, and, 
if I did, he is an ungenerous man for | 
taking an improper advantage of my = 
weakneſs of intellect; for the moment 

1] was Glly enough to pledge wry. 225 


| the taſk, he caught me in his arms. 


* ten thouſand—thouſand thanks, my 
66. dearelt angel!“ he exclaimed; and, f 


Jans Ceremonie, kiſſed me! 


Heigh, 


n 7 
#4 2 n 3 


3 
0 
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"Yelah, ho! Tell me, my dear madam, 
if I atted wrong, that 1 may reproacn 


: Mr. Bliſton with having extorted an im- 
: proper promiſe from me: but ſuffer me 
to hope you will not think me cul pable, : 


or him deſerving of cenſure. 

1 received a letter from Sir Harry, 
three days ago. He is perfectly well, 5 
and thinks the buſineſs will take a more 
favourable turn than he at firſt appre- 
hended. But, as the principal part of 


the letter, i is concerning an unproſ perous 


inquiry after Eliza; and as Mils Belfield 


is copying her letter for your peruſal, 


I do nat think it neceſſary to enclole it. 
Caroline bids me aſſure you of her 
ſincere reſpects; mine you are already 


in . of; for, with all unceriy, 


4 am, Dear Madam, 
Your affectionate Couſin, 
Charlotte Somerville, 
LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 
Mr. Belfield to Captain Belfield. 


MY DEAR HERVEY, 


Love, 1 Would apprehend, muſt, 
the very early ages of the world, 8 
been deemed blind. from the many ludi- 
crous, and unnatural groups of devotees, 
which offered up their ſacrifices at his 
altar. Yet, I think I could. with very 
little trouble demon{trate to you that the 
little Sorcerer is literally ſo ;—but this 
muſt be the ſubject of ſome ſuture letter; 
: Wo, 


2 


in 
ve 
li- 
88 
his 
ery 
the 
his 
er; 
at 
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at preſent I am eager to inform you chat 
a lovely friend of your's has made me 
experience more anguiſh, in a few hours, Ts 
than I thought I ſhould have merited 
through the whole of my life. 


At the concluſion of my laſt letter 
we were on the point of departure for 


the favourite Vale of our father. —A 


tranſcendent ſpot it is, moſt certainly! 1 
The following day, before noon, as we 


were beginning to deſcend a mountain, 
L'Amie, who had, for ſome time, amuſed i 
us by moralizing on the various ſcenes 
of devaſtation which we had obſerved, 
faw an Aſs on the road, which being un- : 
able to get out of the way of our drivers, 


winced as they paſſed him, but was not 
ſtricken by either. 


Poor creature 1 exclaimed the ami- 


able youth; once in thy life thou haſt 
a been diſappointed! 1s it not ſtrange 
ee that, in a chriſtian country, you cannot 
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„ paſs within reach of the favoured 
« animal of the Meſſiah, but he reminds 
40 you of the barbarity of it's inhabitants, 
by ſhrinking from the dreaded ſtroke 
the unprovoked—unmerited--unmanly 
„ ſtroke, which he has been accuſtomed _ 
« to receive from almoſt every chriſtian 
„and chriſtian  ouly———who has 
00 Spproached bm.” 7 I 
A pack of hounds, ſoon. afterwards, 
| croſſed the road; and Mr. Senegal deſired 
the drivers to ſtop, that he might obſerve 
the motions of the dogs, and *enjoy the 
© muſic of their tongues.” They were 
in full cry, and very ſoon out of aght ; : 
ſo the lads drove on. 12 
There! -faid L. Aime, as ſoon as we 
proceeded ; there is another crying 
„ proof of man's humanity ! Not con- 
© tent with wantonly deſtroying each 
other, they never appear ſo delighted 
0 as when torturing innocent—inoffen hve 


66 creatures. . 
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creatures. How do they exult when - 
the timid hare, having been terrified. 
for hours by its purſuers, runs panting, 
and ſcreaming, 1 in view of the hounds ; 5 
and expires under the agonies of er 
tion, and terror, before the blood- 
ſcenting animals can even touch her! 
For my own part, I have often thought, 


nay, am ablolutely of opinion that, 


when the ſable ſcroll of all our ills 
ſhall be diſplayed before heaven' $ awful 
tribunal, where the beſt of men may 
tremble at the idea of appearing, and 
where all will, moſt aſſuredly, be ar- 
rai gned, every unneceſſary pang which 

© we have inflicted on the brute creation 
will, Lene, e as wanton crimes 
againſt us. 
« Avaſt lating upon that rope, wy 
dear fellow !” roared Senegal ; $f 


you have any regard for me— 
few millions belides. — By all that's 


-and a 
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« profitable | ! to hear a pack of hounds, 
ein full cry, is muſic as ſweet as the 
ob whiſtling of a fine and fair breeze 
«© amongſt the rigging of one's ſhip, after 
a long calm—and at ſhort allowance.” 
o a hunter, I preſume you mean, 
Sir; replied L'Amie :—* So is the din 
* of war to a ſoldier; or the bleatings of 
e the lamb to a butcher, much leſs cruel 
„ than either ; for when the innocent 
© creatures are devoted to the ſlaughter, 
he diſpatches them with all poſſible 
* expedition, And, to me, Sir; when 
an animal which Providence may have 
© ordained, and which Cuſtom has ſanc- 
* tioned for our uſe, is to be deſtroyed, 
he who is the ſpeedieſt executioner is 
the humaneſt man.” 
„Take care, my dear fellow, wg laid 
Senegal, © you forget that 


60 Auguſtus, bimſelf, loves the joys of the chace— 1 
«6 "Thy royal— tis noble— divine! 


5 Auguſtus, 
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* Auguſtus, Sir, is a man of many 
© virtues.— 


carriage paſſed 3 
_ © Gracious heavens !' he exclaimed ; 
and ſhrieking too! 1 For pity's ſake, 


© gentlemen, follow me:—here's beauty, 


and virtue, in diſtreſs.“ Then ſnatching 


bis piſtols from the pocket of the chaiſe, 
he haſtened out, and entreated us to 


alliſt him. 
The carriage was well attended; and 
the retinue well armed; but, fortunately, 
they became RED ARS ſpeQators only. 
The inhuman wretch, within fide, diſ- 
charged a caſe of piſtols at Lary, but 

| F 3 | _ without 


-May the long liſt prove ſo 

25 reſplendent that, at the awful throne, 

© where kings muſt render an account of-..: 

their tranſactions, as well as the meaneſt 

of their ſubjects, few items may appear = 
to dim its luſtre But I am far from 

6 + deeming his attachment to hunting as. 
one of his virtues.” He | pauſed, A 
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without effect; when the doors being 
opened, at the Calne inſtant, by Senegal, 5 
and L'Amie, he was too much terrified 
to make uſe of his ſword, or to prevent 
his Oy ſiſter from leaping into my 
arms. O my dear friend! how my heart 
: anticipated your raptures! The unnatural 
ruffian was ſuffered to proceed to the 
deſtined priſon of—your Eliza, Hervey ; | 
but we took her ſafely, to the vale with 
The Valley is, really, a divine retreat. 
Without exaggeration, the moſt 
enchanting ſpot I ever ſaw. All were 
delighted with it. Even 1, Hervey, felt 
myſelf happy as a man can be, whoſe 
heart labours under a dread vacuity, which 
he is inceſſantly languiſhing to ſee oc- 
cupied, yet dares not wiſh the only object 
5 to enter who can poſſeſs it wholly. _ 
The hours became but minutes, ſo 
ſwiftly ey 1 for all was har- 
mony, 
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| mony, and pureſt friendſhip | 5 But, on 
the morning of our departure, very ſoon 
after breakfaſt, I went to Eliza, for her 
letter to my fiſter, which ſhe had re- 
gqueſted me to encloſe in my packet. On 
entering the parlour, I ſaw L'Amie ſtand- 
ing cloſe by her fide, one hand holding 
her's, the other round her waiſt! Good 
God! I was petrified! I gazed an inſtant, 
and ran from them. I poſitively fickened 
with ſurprize and vexation. I was hor- 
ribly chagrined at Eliza's conduct to a 
ſtranger too, whom ſhe had known little 
more than a day! But I will not heſitate 
to declare to you that I was much more 
| hurt at the joy which I perceived on 


L'Amie's countenance before he obſerved 


me. It was a kind of. treaſon to my 


friendſhip it was: 


ſenſation the moſt ntl ſevere that 
ever 1 experienced j in my life. 
* returned to the parlour—unknowing : 
what 
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what 1 was doing. | L'Amie, ſlung by 
conſcience, 1 readily concluded, had left 
the room. I aſked Eliza for the letter, 
mentioned you, -'twas worle and 
worſe! She anſwered. me with a levity 
which chilled me to the heart. —Talked 
of the magic of L'Amie, in a ſtyle truly 
myſterious ; and left the room with ſuch _ 
apparent indifference, that I, feeling for 
him as I had done—aye, Hervey, as I 
then did, began to think him ſome en- 
chanter too. 
I was left lene: and had a few minutes 
to recover myſelf, when L'Amie returned, 
and Mr. Senegal with him. There was 
an expreſſion of tenderneſs on his coun- 
tenance, when his eye met mine, ſo 
thoroughly diveſted of every trait of 
guilt, chat he actually confounded me. 
1 ſtood, and ſtared moſt ſtupidly, I am 
ſure; ſor he aſked me. in accents Sy 
| as the tranquil. morning 8. if I were in- 


diſpoſed? * 
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diſpoſed ? I puzzled myſelf for a reply, 
but all in vain; when Senegal rouſed 
ths by. Mying What in one of your 


loving dumps again, Belfield? Zounds! 


* man, tis a glorious morning ; ride with 
me while the weather is fine. It will 
1 your ſpirits, and do you a deviliſſi 

« deal more good than being crammed 
40 © up i in a chaiſe.” 


„ And leave them to enjoy their con- 


25 verſation uninterrupted !” thought I: 


66 No, no; that ſhall never Hs their good 


fortune, if I can prevent it. 


Nay, there is full room for us three, 

* Sir;” ſaid L'Amie, with every appear- 
ance of earneſtneſs; but if Mr. Belfield 
* 13s apprehenſive that the lady will be 
_ * incommoded, I will ride, with pleaſure, 
even N it ſhould diſagree with 


cc me.“ 
Om Indeed, but you ſhall not. 
0 is my man, Sir; ; He ſhall ride TO me, 
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be 17 a little while, at leaſt; becauſe I am 


* confident it will do him good.” 
©: If were ſure of that, I would ent⸗ ꝛat 
. him too; but—” 
1 But! but: me no buts, Chev alier; 
Foes for 1 will take none of them. It mall 8 
„be ſo. What ſay you Miſs Woodford ? 
(who then entered the room) © Do you 
„ not think that a ride on horſeback— 
© ſuch a fine morning too, will do Bel- 
40 field a great deal a good pe 
ef Mr. Belfield is not afraid to truſt 
me alone with the Chevalier,“ ſaid Eliza; 
] certainly think it woulc „And ſhe 
abſolutely {miled at me. | 
1 ſtruggled hard for a reply, but to 
no purpoſe my ſoul was too much 
_ agitated to indulge me with the uſe of 
ſpeech. I was, really, a pitiable object; 
and L'Amie ſeemed affected at my 
fituation. Mr, Senegal perſiſted in his 
requeſt, e 5 


Chevalier, 


FILIAL INDISCRETIONS. 59 | 


10 Chevalier,“ ſaid Eliza, with an arch- 


| neſs the moſt irritating ; had you not 

” better entreat Mr. Beifield to ride with 

&« us, left you ſhould be induced to violate | 
your friendſhip by making love to his 


* brother's intended 727 


Heavens! how my heart throbbed with 


anger! „Oh! 'tis too much, Madam ;' 
ſaid LU Amie. Jam determined. Madam;“ 
at length 1 ſpake ;- 


1 . : 


The chaiſe drove up; and would you : 

think it poſſible? the little malicious 

Witch challenged me with her hand.— | 
I took 1t, —I trembled,—1 conducted her 


to the carriage. L'Amie followed, and, 
in a voice ſomewhat under his uſual tone, 
begged I would be careful of my horle, 
as he was a ſtranger to me, I felt the 
full force of his intereſting caution, and 
thanked him lervently. „ 
| % Now, 


Mr. eee 
6s I will endeayour to enjoy a ride with . 
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Now, mind what you are doing, 
„Mr. Belfield,” ſaid the perturbating 
girl; © if the Chevalier ſhould prevail 
on me to run away with him, you will 
* be anſwerable to your brother for his £ 

e irreparable loſs.” ; 

1 could have wept, with vexation, at-. 
her taunting.—“ How have I offended 
«© you, Eliza, that you. ſhould thus tor- 

- ture me? 

 « Me! me I torture you 1 1 vow 

you muſt be dozing. Take a ride, Sir; 

* —take a ride, my dear friend, and it 

e may, perhaps, awaken you. At all 
events, I will endeavour to rouſe you 

« before we reach Dublin. And ſo, a 

e pleaſant journey to you, Sir.—Go on!” 

And away they went, leaving n me more 
magic ſtruck than ever! _ | 

_* Drown me! but Miſs Woodford Is 
too hard, by half, for you,” ſaid Sene- 

8 gal : — by, my dear fellow, you are 

7 WG ** nothing 
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1 nothing at all in her hands. She 
« rallies you till you are as mute as a 


dead mackerel—aye, and as motionleſs, 
too! By — ! if your] brother does not 
(carry more guns than you do, ſhe will 


very ſoon command the ſhip to ſtrike 


«© its colours ; or elſe 15 am no judge of a 


© Galleon.” 


We rode to- 


I had wrought myſelf up to a deter- 


mination to bring matters to a final iſſue 
the moment we arrived in Dublin. Yet, 


I rather pitied than cenſured L'Amie ; 3 
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The 3 was 
5 pleaſant, and the Sis charming, but not 
to me, At dinner, very little was ſaid 
by any of us. Eliza, ſometimes wore a 
hoſtile ſmile on her pretty mouth, but 
checked it, whenever ſhe ſaw me look 
at her. This, I concluded, had been 
previouſly agreed on, in order to put me 
off my guard. But I am not to be ſo 
3 deceived,” thought I; for, by this time, 
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as 1 now attributed every drove; 


| nay even artifice, to the unabaſhed | 
Eliza, —80 much was I incenſed : at her 
conduct. Hb rag] | 


I was in great hopes 1 oſs, have 


eſcaped any pointed mortification, but 


no; I was not to be ſo fortunate. When 


the chaiſe drew up to the door, Mr. 
Senegal cried out. A bumper toaſt good 
charge your glaſſes. 


4A merrier ſupper! For drown me! 


but this has been the moſt dreaming 
4% dinner I ever fat down to.“ 


„Well, Sir; and where is the vonder 
6 at that?“ ſaid Eliza. Are we not 
„ dozing? And is not dozing conducive 


to dreams?“ 


4 You will not ride on horſeback again, 


< Sir ?” ſaid L'Amue, with an earneſtneſs 
truly impreſſive. 


„O yes! but he will, 2 anſwered 


Senegal, for me, 20 He mall finiſh the ; 


«6 day 7 
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day with me, now; and, to- -morrow, ; 


© he may ride with you, if he pleaſes.” 


O, by all means!“ ſaid the ſarcaſtic 
beauty; and by the time he has ridden 
bas far as Portarlington, he will be moſt | 

© excellent company indeed! 1 Won' t he, . 


66 Chevalier : 


L'Amie frowned—I poſitively ſaw him 
trown,—lo familiar were they become 
15 already! 
- A ſervant entered, ard informed us s that 
every thing was ready. So, harraſſed,— 
_- wretched, —mad,—pſha ! it Pains me to 


reflect on it, —we purſued our journey. 


How tedious, and diſmal is travelling 
to a mind uneaſy ! The hills were ex- 
aggerated into mountains the fineſt 
road was rough and diſagreeable ; the 
valleys, fertile as they were, could not 
excite a compliment. My friend Senegal 
did. ſometimes, extract an aye, or a no, 
from me; but with great difficulty. And 
* VL whenever | 
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whenever I anſwered him, I was as generally 


compelled to ſpeak by an—ls it not? 


In ſhort I felt all the pangs peculiar to 
a jealous man. 
ES henever we ale the chaiſe, or hs : 
chaiſe paſſed us, Eliza always ſmiled, and 
| ſeemed as if addreſſing converſation to 
L'Amie. He was ſure to look at me, and 
with his uſual countenance ; but, ſtill 
attended to his tempter. 1 was as Jealous | 
of Eliza as though ſhe had been my wiſe; 
— 1 was hurt at the Chevalier. —1 know 
not „„ 
Thus agonized, my dear Hervey, we 
travelled on until the ſun had nearly 
touched the ſummit of a weſtern hill ; 
when, going down the fide of a glen, 
the chaiſe paſſed us, and I thought I ſaw 
 L'Amie's hand on Eliza knee. We loſt 
them in an inſtant. © When we catch 
the chaiſe again, Senegal,” lad 1 17 , 
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« I will beg leave to Join them; for, by 
heaven! | feel mylelf miſerable. 


W hy, what the . ails you, man! 2 
« Drown it! if 

© Miſs Woodford were your wife, and 
„ de Chevalier your greateſt enemy, 
2 * you could not be more e uneaſy. about 


; cried be, laughing: 


4 them.“ 


As we turned a corner, we aw the 
| Chaiſe ſanding ſil}, and three men | 


running towards it. 


„ There is murder vonder! . cried DD 
1 Amie, as we approached, pointing to 


three men who were engaged with five. 


The three which were advancing to the 


chaiſe, on ſeeing us, ran back: Senegal, 
1. and our two ſervants, purſued! a 2 nd, 


in a moment, we found ourſelves in the 


midſt of a gang of ruffians ! 


One of them, with a fixed bayonet, 
made a thruſt at an elderly gentleman ; - 
but being unuſed to that deſtructive 
5 8 3 5 weapon 
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weapon, he cut him only lightly on the 2 


forehead, and overturned both himſelf, 
and the gentleman, by the violence of the 
effort; another had a cutlaſs elevated, 
with intent to diſpatch him.— 1 ſhot the 
villain before he gave the blow ;—leapt 
from my horſe, —ſeized the cutlaſs, and 
| beſtrode the gentleman——reſolved to 
defend him at every peril. A perſon, 
decently dreſſed, lay near me, — —to all! 
appearance, dead. Their ſervant was 
Juſt then engaged with a ruffian, in the 
ditch, by the road ſide, and calling out 
loudly for aſſiſtance. Mr. Senegal had 
fired one of his piſtols without effect; 
and was endeavouring to get off his horſe, 
while a villain was aſſaulting him with a 
hedge- ſtake.— The ſervants had a man 
a piece to . with. . 
Hearing ſomewhat behind me, I turned 
myſelf juſt in time, to receive a blow 
with a cutlaſs, from another of the bang: 
7 on 
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on that which 1 had ſeized from him 
whom I ſhot : The raſcal was very ſtrong, 
and I ſoon found him preſs very cloſe 
pe upon me. Mean time the fellow who 
| hadfallen, obſerving me lo fully engaged, 8 
[njvventured to get up, and, recovering his 


muſquet, was preparing to attack me. 
3 1 could not catch a moment from my man, 


= to prote& myſelf from the impending 
| thruſt; conſequently, knew that, omar 

inſtant aid, 1 muſt fall. —© Senegal !— 5 
Senegal!“ 1 cried, © aſſiſt me now, my 

4 friend, or never.“ "A piſtol was fired, 8 
and the villain fell! At the ſame inſtant, 
I gave my ruffian a deſperate cut on the 
arm ;—his cutlaſs fell down, —he ſprang 

n from me, and ran away, roaring moſt 
terribly. I turned round, and lect 

| heavens! Hervey ;—1I ſaw it was L Amie 
who had again preſerved me: My guar- 
dian Angel was laying upon the poor 

8 1 by old” 
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; old gentleman ; and ſeemed wonderfully 
affected at his mis fortune. 


By this time Mr. Senegal, his ſeryant, 


and Lary, had killed another of the ban- 
ditti, and captured two: 


-a fourth 
eſcaped. The honeſt Fellows: 3 in the ditch, 


was ſtill calling for alliſtance, with all | | 
his might. — — 


„O thunder and ons! will nobody 5 


uns come to help a poor man in diſtreſs * 
he repeatedly bellowed ; ; by 1— 
„ tlemen, but if you don't Wale haſte 
«and help me, I ſhall get hanged too, 
"© for defending your cauſe to the laſt 
drop of my blood.” The villain, it 
ſeems, had, in the ſcuffle, ſtabbed the 
poor fellow, in three places; and he, to 

revenge himſelf, as well as to prevent any 
further attempts, had twiſted the wretch's 
handkerchief ſo violently that, at the 
time he bauled lo luſtily for nene 

x bis antagoniſt was abſolutely choaked. 


gen- 


The | 
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The ſun was ſet, and evening faſt 
approaching. I was apprehenſive that 
the ruffians, which had eſcaped, might 
return, with a reinforcement ; therefore, 
wiſhed to get the chaiſe forward as faſt 
as poſſible. So, having bound our pri- 
| ſoners, hand and foot, and laid them 
_ down at ſome diſtance from each other: 
I entreated L'Amie to riſe, and return to 
the carriage —that I would pay due 
attention to the wounded, and follow 


with the utmoſt ſpeed. 


Oh! not for ten thouſand worlds 
« would I leave you here !” he replied. | 
And would you have me quit a 
« wounded father, Bel field? Well ſhould 

I merit your deteſtation could I be ſo 

a” 


* ungrateful——ſo unfeeling !''- 
again he fell upon the gentleman.— 


_ « Your father, L'Amie And bleeding wy 
by too !” Then, conſuſed, and moſt in- 
5 conceivably agitated, I ran to the chaiſe 
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for a ſmall medicine cheſt, which I con- 


ſtantly carry with me whenever I travel. 

Eliza inſtantly diveſted me of all my 
reſentment towards her. She was on her 
| knees, praying and weeping ! ** Are you 

c alive? O my deareſt friend — 55 

66 brother | are you not . ?” She cried, 
Where is 
Harriett? Where the Chevalier — 1 


and ſeized my hand, 


- Gracious Heaven! Where i is ſhe?” 


_ 4 Harriett !—Chevalier l— Where is 
5 ſhe ?” Titerated: © Where is who 
«© What Harriett? Recolle& yourſelf, a 


« my love,—Be more compoſed, 555 85 %s 


6 are all ſafe,” 


„Thank God! Thank God! Oh! 


oy Belfield ; tis Harriett — “ tis Harriett 


© Somerville!” And ſhe ſank into the 


bottom of the chaiſe. 
I kleaned againſt the fide of the carriage 


ek with ſurpriſe, and ſhould have 
a fallen, but Lary W me : by the arm, 
and : 
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and rouſed me from my momentary 


trance. We raiſed Eliza to her ſeat; 


and perceiving her recover very faſt, 1 
lelt Lary to attend her, and ran, with the 
medicine cheſt, to the wounded man. 
There, my dear Hervey, blind ſtupid Ip 
——infatuated as I ſo long had been, 1 
perfectly recognized the features of the 
lovely Harriett, in the Chevalier; and 
ſaw, in the wounded gentleman, Sir 
8 Harry Somerville! 8 
| The frantic. daughter had, Wi her 
tears, already bathed the blood from her 
father's forchead, the wound on which 
was very trifling; and being now re- 
covered from the blow which had ſtunned 
him, he was tranſported beyond meaſure, 
Ah! Hervey, I would attempt to 
deſcribe to you what paſſed during a 
few ſhort moments, between the amiable 
Harriett Somerville, and your enraptured 
brother; but tis AP PRIN: - Her lather, 


and 


— 2 
rr 
— — — 


„ II IAT INDISCRETIONS, | 


and TI; ſupported her to the chaiſe ; for 
ſhe was no longer the valiant: 


her ſpirits at ſuch a ſcene, and ſuch diſ- 


coveries, were too much for fortitude, 
even like her's to bear. We ſeated her 
: by the delighted Eliza, who could now 
acknowledge her as her beloved friend. 
They looked on each other, —gazed on 
us, —raiſed their beauteous eyes towards 
heaven, reclined into each others arms, 


and wept with tranſport. 


The perſon who lay by Sir Harry, u was 
Nr. Oughterloney, his agent. He had 
received a ſevere cut on his cheek, and a 
violent blow on his head: — his horſe was 
ſhot. It was not without difficulty that ä 
we recovered him; at length placing him 


in the chaiſe between Miſs Somerville, 


and Eliza, we purſued our journey, and 
arrived at Portarlington without further 


. moleſtation. 


vou 


e 
intrepid Chevalier; — the perturbation of 


5 line Chevalier who, but a few hours 
before, would readily have looked me in 
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You will naturally be inclined to 


think that as ſoon as we became a little 
ſettled, I was prodigal of expreſſions of 
tenderneſs, and gratitude, to my incom- 
parable deliverer; and that the generous 


Creature received them with complacen- 
—Not ſo faſt, my friend. The 


the face, and have appeared attentive to 
my converſation ; now became irreſolute. 


Her heavenly eye, conſcious of the 
ſexual difference being diſcovered, and 
that ſhe was ſtill in male attire, fell timid 

to the ground, unable to ſupport a ſingle 

glance. Nay, ſpite of all her endeavours 
to reſume her wonted magnanimity, ſhe 
was ſtill embarraſſed, until the kind 

| hoſteſs introduced her daughter, who, 

being nearly of the ſame ſize, conducted 
the oppreſſed beauty to her wardrobe; 
where, with the help of Eliza, ſhe ſoon 


vor. W reſumed 
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I. reſumed the female habit, and looked, if ; 
poſſible, more divine than ever I beheld Do 
[138 her. 7 
þ 08 returning to the room, the Angel 5 
1 caught my eye, and bluſhed. I was | 


ſtepping towards her, with a compliment, 
far unequal to her merit ;——She an- 
ticipated me, and ſweetly nodding her i 
acknowledgments, paſſed on, and dropt | 
on her knees before her father. Se 
ſobbed upon his boſom ,—Implored his 
forgiveneſs for the anguiſh, which ſhe 
had cauſed in him—her fiſter and her 
friends; and, with an earneſineſs won- 
derfully pathetic, entreated him again to | | 


receive her into his protection. 

The tranſported parent kiſſed her,. — 1 
preſſed her to his boſom, —bleſt her a | 
thouſand times: © I knew I ſhould ſee | 
es thee; Harriett; ” he cried; © I knew 
that thou wouldſt ſave my life; you 
c told me 8 your darling ſelf, before I 

5 could 
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8 could conforit 1 to come to Ireland. And 


Charlotte knows gave. you credit * 


pour promiſes.“ 
A ſudden gloom ruſhed o'er my Har- 
riett's face. We all were much alarmed, 
fearing Sir Harry' s mind, unable to ſup- 
port ſuch various conflicts, had received 
ſome injury. 1 66 Be not alarmed for me, 
my love II am not raving, my good 
friends, ſaid he; © it was in a dream 
that my child Appeared to me. I told 
Charlotte of it the moment I came 
= down ſtairs; and determined to under- 


take the journey in conſequence ok it.“ 


We were immediately relieved from = 
our apprehenſions. And, on the relation 
of his dream, were filled with aſtoniſh- 

ment, 
conſiſtent, —ſo improbable, ſhould have 
been anticipated in his ſleep, and with 


: that ſcenes, at the time ſo in- 


ſuch preciſion, too! 
Harriett ſtill was s knecleg—fin was 
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I gazing on her. Take her up, Mr. 
«« Belfield,” ſaid her father there! 


& ſeat her by me. And when the hour 
“ ſhall come that I muſt leave her; let 


© me tell thee, friend, I ſhall die the 
© happieſt of men, if I am aſſured that 


é thou wilt ſucceed me in the charge.” 


1 thanked him from my ſoul —1 thanked 
him with a tear. 


The happy parent gave me Harriet 8 


hand. Oh! how it trembled !— 


8 May I call this mine? O my Sed! Z 
— preſerver!— my moſt amiable 


* Miſs Somerville! may I preſume bs - 
{*« call you mine ? Can you forget the 
" dangers you have encountered, —the 


% pangs you have endured from my 
5 Precipitate, my infatuated conduct?“ 
No, nor you neither; it would be a 


„ ſhame, I am ſure, if you did:“ ſaid 
Eliza. I am very glad you are rouſed 


6c from your flumber at laſt ; for I fancy 
8 Harriett 


* — —A—yA Res — 
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** Harriett has, during your long dream, 


* been conſtantly on the oppoſite fide 
„ gf: the: globe. You have led her a 
rare dance, indeed! and if were ſhe, 
be aſſured I would not die in your 


« debt. Would you think it poſſible, 


% Sir Harry? — Mr. Belfield had, the 
„ whole way we came, until we met 
„ with: you, been moſt outrageouſly 
*« jealous of Chevalier Somerville, and 


„your humble Servant—his SURED, that 
is to be!” 5 


1 looked her my beſt thanks for the 
concluſive part of her ſpeech ; and ſhe 
condeſcended to accept them with a nod. 
Mr. Senegal then whiſpered Eliza, and 
The ſmiled of archly. 1 felt a kind of 


aukward preſentiment. Harnett, too, 
looked ſomewhat diſconcerted. e 


ir Harry,“ ſaid he: theſe knights 15 

5 errant have been wandering together, 

E ſometimes fighting ſide by fide; and 
VS * ſometimes 
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8 ſometimes expecting to go, fide by fide, 
* to the bottom, till they are, at length, 
T become almoſt as familiar as man and 
wife; 


—what think you if we make 


| them ſoꝰ What ſay you to a wedding 
© to-morrow morning,— 


any further? 


6. The n moment chat ever 5 


10 wiſhed to ſee, Sir.. 


Bravo! Sir Harry ; well, good folks, 
and what ſay you? Come, let us have 
* a good excuſe, or none at all, prithee.” 
Sir Harry looked at us both, Oh! how 
I longed to caſt my eyes on Harriett ; 
but the timid. traitors. rebelled n 
my wiſhes. 
OM Impoſſible!“ exclaimed the lovely 
girl; with charming ſpirit, too. Do 
not command me, Sir; (looking at her 
father.) © No, Mr. Senegal ; Mr. Belfield 
( has received my hand from my parent. 
M0 Suffer me to remain as 1 am until 1 
52 BY: can 2 


before we go 
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can enjoy the happineſs of receiving 
„his from Mrs. Belfield, and I promiſe 
7.0 you * will not heſitate another mo- 


% ment 


My thanks were e doubly due to the 
captivating Creature for the in- 
| expreſſible favour which ſhe ſo cheerfully 
promiſed to confer on me; and for re- 
5 minding me, ſo delicately, that 1 had a 
parent whoſe conſent to our union it 
was my duty to requeſt, and who would 
be deprived of a peculiar felicity, by an 
undue precipitation. I therefore, aſ- 
ſumed a virtue which, I am ready w.-- 
: confeſs, I was, for a moment, deficient 


in, and acquieſced in her determination 
with the beſt grace I could attain. 


„Well, if it muſt be ſo, it muſt be ſo, 
a 4 ſaid Sir Harry. * But, by 
| ! we'll keep it up, Mr. Senegal, 


10 when it does come, —ſha n t we . 


Its a confounded long way to go for 
| :66 
NES 
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* a wedding dinner though, Sir Harry; 
but, however, I am determined to ſee 
* it out, if they go, even to America, to 
have the ceremony performed by a 


'* yankee Biſhop. And, now I think of 


it, I ſhall be able to kill two birds with 
one ſtone, by attending you; for I, 
very lately exported a cargo of live 


** ſtock to your neighbourhood ; T ſhall, 


therefore, have an opportunity of ſur- 
0 0 veying my grand adventure, and ſeeing 
_ * that the whole is properly diſpoſed of.“ 


Sir Harry, rubbed his elbow, his uſual. 


cuſtom when he could not readily com- 


prehend a perſon's meaning, and wiſhed 
for an explanation ; but Eliza had rung 
the bell; and, on a female entering, the 
ladies retired. Soon after which, the 


accuſtomed compliments terminated our 
converſation ; and we ſought repole, after 
a day molt arduous, and truly intereſting. 
The next en Sir Harry Somer- 
ville, 
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ville, who is an early riſer, acquainted 
us that his agent had reſted very well, 
and the Surgeon had no doubt about his 


ſafety. His account of the wounded 


ſervant was not ſo very favourable. "00 
was in great pain; and it was Mr. Probe's 
wiſh that he ſhould not be moved. But 
the poor fellow begging hard to go with 
his maſter, and Sir Harry being unwilling 

to leave him behind; he ordered a Chaiſe 
for himſelf, and his © faithful Pat, * as he 


calls him :—the ladies took my carriage; 


and Senegal, and I, rode on horſeback, 5 


as the preceding day. 


: Juſt as we were quitting. the ia; 


2 intelli gence was brought that a gentleman 
was robbed, and very much abuſed, as 


well as his ſervant, by a large body of 


men, at the very ſpot on which our allray 


had taken place; and ſoon after ſeven 
o'clock, too! So that what I apprehended, 
actually occurred the ruffians, who 
Yee had 
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had eſcaped us, returned with freſh ſorces; 
and, of courle, liberated thoſe we had 
bound. 
We are all in excellent ſpirits, and 
purpoſe lailing for England the firſt fair 
wind after to-morrow. 
Eliza, and her coadjutor in milebief, 
Ir. Senegal, frequently fire a ſhot at - 
2108; a7 they term their wit. Sir Harry 
laughs, and encourages them with a wink. 
Harriett frowns ſometimes, becauſe Eliza 
forgetting herſelf, calls her Chevalier. 
Les, Hervey, my Harriett frowns at Eliza; 
but they do not diſtreſs me now; and 
when they did, it was for you I felt, not 
for myſelf; for 1 ſtill am, and ever ſhall 
be. e OT 


Your truly affectionate 


Lionel Belfield, 


LETTER 
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MY SWEET FRIEND, | 


1 SAID to the Chevalier, this mornin g. 
| when I awoke What will the folks, at 
— , fay to the frolic? 9 6 cannot 
6 conceive” replied the Chevalier; but 
«] attually dread the thoughts of meeting 
© them. Is it not aſtoniſhing, my dear, 

4 c that a conſciouſneſs of impropriety 
„ ſhould ſo effectually bow down the 
mind of a 8 8 unhacknied in in- 

"os diſcretionsꝰ“ : 


er TOY 


N —— — qe gs. 
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© Well,” ſaid I, laughing; © that fo 
© great a hero,—one who has travelled 


into diſtant regions; fought with 
© horrid monſters — of barbarity ; and 
6 proved victorious in all his mighty 
*© rencounters, ſhould feel himſelf ſhocked. 
* at having committed only a venial in- 
© diſcretion, is to me aſtoniſhing, indeed! 
Take my advice,—laugh it off, as I 
„would have done. To be ſure, it will 
* excite a few geſtures of amazement, — 
« * ſhrugs,— -uplifted hands, vacant 
e ſtares, and ſo forth, that you muſt 
40 expect. But then it will alſo ſerve as 
« a theme for converſation during our 
long winter evenings : and will prove 
the grand ſource of marvellous ſtories, 
« and entertaining tales, to all the lads 
and laſſes of an hundred villages. Nay, 
© I ſhould not be ſurprized to ſee ballads 
5 65 made about you: : No, nor wonder | of 
« ] heard the wandering minſtrels har- 
e moniouſly 
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e moniouſly chaunting the loves. battles, 
nd hair breadth ſcapes of the moſt 
magnanimous Chevalier“ — 
Come, come, you luggards !” hols 
lowed Sir Harry; & do you mean to ſleep 
e all day ? Prithee make haſte down ;— 
« we are all half-ſtarved by waiting ſo 
6 long for our breakfaſts.” — Coming, 
« Sir Harry.“ And we hurried down 
| ſtairs with all expedition. 
"2 ſhould have told you though, that 
on our journey from the Vale of the 8 
Glens to Portarlington, your brother 
was ſo exceſſively in the dumps, about 
my penchant for the Chevalier, that he 
declined even riding in the ſame carriage 
with us; and travelled on horſeback wit 
Mr. Senegal :—That, towards evening, 
we met Sir Harry Somerville, gy. 
by ruffians ;—and that Mr. Belfield, 
attempting to defend him, would in 
evitably have fallen, as Well as Sir Harry, 
„%% gp ne els had 
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Had not the Chevalier ſhot the fellow at 

the very critical moment when he was 
| aiming the deadly blow. — But theſe will 
be intereſting objects of e when 


we meet. 
Could I deſcribe to you the intrepid ; 


conduct of the valiant—the redoubtable 
Chevalier, believe me, my dear, you 
would not wonder that, for ſuch lervices, 
your brother ſhould readily have con- 
ſigned the gallant hero to my arms. In 


fact, had you ſeen the modeſt—the 3 | 


Mr. Belfield, when we were all enjoying 


ourſelves at Portarlington, you would 
immediately have concluded that he was, 


himſelf, his lover, —ſo warmly did he 


beſtow his careſſes—his thanks. Nor, had 
you been there, do I imagine you would 


have been niggardly of your endear- 
ments —in ſuch a cauſe, you know. 


I have, with great difficulty, prevailed 5 


6 on the Chevalier to undertake the Wei ighty 
concern 
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concern of writing to you all himſelf, in 
humble hope of inducing you to honour 
him with a favourable reception. For 
my own part, I am free to declare that 
| thoſe who do not receive my hero to my 
ſatisfaction, will moſt egregiouſly offend 
me; eſpecially, as they will not now be 
able to plead ignorance of his amiable— 
his irreſiſtible qualifications, | 


In my laſt letter, my love, I was 1 


much hurt at the violent conduct of my 
brother, that I had not a ſingle favourable 
thought to beſtow on him. But my Sms 
ſentment has had time to ſubſide; and 
reflecting that he was the gde 1 
inſtrument, in the hand of providence, 

of ſending us in due time, to preſerve 
the life of my dear Charlotte's parent, 
(for Mr. Belfield would not have pro- 
ceeded by that route, had I not acquainted : 
him that Sir Harry was gone thither, in 

0 order to view his ruined eſtates; and that 
TS 8 


J ͤ reflect on theſe, 
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his advice, on the ſpot, might be of 


eſſential ſervice to 2 baronet ;)—when 


You may expect us very ſoon, as we 


purpoſe failing on Tueſday evening, if 
the wind be fair. The mail is going off! 


 Your's ever, 


LETTER 


-and that Jam his 
filter, I cannot Delp feeling for him as a 
ſiſter ſhould. You will therefore; do. we 
a great favour, my dear friend, if you 
will direct your ſervants to make all 
convenient inquiries, that I may have 
ſome information, as to how he is, and 
where he is, on my arrval: 


Eliza Woodford, 


/ 
| 
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LETTER xIIV. 
Miſs Somerville to Mifs Nettlethorpe, 
MY DEAR MADAM, 


I Eliza Woodford be not abſolutely | 


raving, the Chevalier, whom ſhe ſo 5 


brandiſhed at us, in her laſt letter, had 
made them all mad. Me, J am ſure, he : 
has made wild with; joy, for, O Madam! 
to him JI find I am beholden for my dear 
father! Nor is Sir Harry the only perſon 
of conſequence to us whole life he has 
preſerved; Mr. Belfield is under equal . 
was pada to him for his ſafety ; and 


13: Eliza, 
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Eliza of courle, who was under his 
protection. _ 


Yet does it require the utmoſt exertion 5 
of my credibility to perſuade myſelf, that 
Mr. Belfield has ſo far forgotten his 


brother, as to have transferred the deareſt 


object of his eſteem to the embraces of 


the Chevalier. Although, if the letter 


- which Caroline received laſt night, from 
Eliza, be intitled to credit, he muſt ſo 


have done; for that they fleep together 


is evident, as ſhe relates a converſation 
which took place between them when 


they awoke; and ſays that Sir Harry 
actually called them up! Can this be ? 
Is it probable ?—Is it poſſible ? ? 
But there is a circumſtance which 
ſtaggers my ſcepticiſm very much. That 
is, in the latter part of the letter, the dear 
girl appears the ſame amiable Eliza we 


always knew her to be, until this frantic 


fit of the Chevalier” 8 affected her. She 
there, 


- z: Wo WT A Gor ö . 
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there, Coukn is already diveſted Fo her 


reſentment at Sir Charles's unnatural 


conduct; and tenderly. requeſts that 
inquiries, after him, may be made before 
ſh e arrives. 


It is rather ſtrange though: that Sip 


| Hairy ſhould not have written, nor ald : 
a ſingle ſyllable in Eliza's letter. But kc 

might not know, that Miſs Belfield would 

ſo ſpeedily have tranſmitted it to me; 


or, he is fond of agreeable ſurpriſes, 


and may, probably, intend me ſuch a 
favour. Ah! Couſin; would it were this 

inſtant! for you cannot conceive how 
anxious I am to embrace him. He never 
was ſo long abſent before. He went to 
Ireland too, you will recollect, Madam, 
on the faith of a dream, wherein the 
ſpirit of my dear departed ſiſter protected 

him from aſſaſſination, and promiſed him 
a happy interview. Now, though I am 

neither ſuſliciently languine, or ſuper- | 


lltious, 5 
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ſlitious, to place any confidence in dreams, 
and, ſtill leſs fo, on one fo highly im- 
probable, yet J cannot reſtrain my ap- 
prehenſions leſt, as that Country is now 
ſo horridly infeſted with predatory par- 
ties, Sir Harry ſhould have another gang 
to encounter, more formidable than the : 
laſt; and, overpowered by numbers 
how !—an expreſs from Mils Belfield !— 
Heaven fend all may be well '—Almighty 
powers |—the Chevalier, Couſin, —O 
God !—the Chevalier is my Gſter my 
long loſt my ever beloved ſiſter Let 
me lee. Let me read. 
O Couſin! what a e change 
has a few ſhort minutes effected i in me! 
What wonderful powers muſt that dear 
creature poſſeſs! Aye, Madam, and what 
wonderful aid muſt ſhe not have received 
from the all- gracious—the all- powerſul 
hand of Providence, to have ſupported 
Her through the 3 many hazardous, and 


arduous 


FILIAL IN DISCRETIONS, 93 


arduous enterprizes which ſhe has en- 
countered | 


but 1 will encloſe you 
her dear dear letter. ; 

Ah! Madam; ſhall we not ibuſe the 
wicked Eliza when ſhe comes? A mor- 
tifying creature! To harraſs us with her 
penchant lor her Chevalier, whom ſhe 
knew to be Harriett our deareſt Har- 


rlett, the firſt moment ſhe heard her 
"Þ peak. == 2? 


Pardon my ep Madam; but 
I am ſo much agitated, and in ſuch a 
hurry to get to the park, where they are 
all to alight, that I have hardly time to 
aſſure you how fincerely I am, 


Dear Cu lin, 
Your affectionate 
Charlotte Somerville, 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 
Mifs Harriet Somerville to M rs, Belficld, 


MY MOST DEAR MADAM, 


Ir is ſo natural for a woman labouring 
under the conſciouſneſs of indiſcretion 


(however ſincere her contrition for the 


paſt, and fervent her reſolutions of 


amendment for the future) to wiſh to be 


re. introduced to her friends, and to the 
world, under the foſtering wing of con- 


ſummate virtue, that, however preſump- 


tuous you may think this application, 
you: will not, if guided by your uſual 


ſentiments, 


boſoms of a tender parent, - 


© affections of conſanguinity.” 3 
friend may lay, * $6 1 flattered wyſelf that 
that the inſtructions 
„ which I ſo often communicated, and 
© the ſentiments, which with ſuch plea- 
© ſure I repeatedly inculcated, were too 
10 firmly eſtabliſhed to be overborne by 
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© your eſteem, — 
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ſentiments, deem me ie impolitic for looking 


up to you at this awful criſis. 


You have not now to learn, Madam, 


with what anguiſh I have afflicted the 


me on to the very criminal act of 
clopement, had gained an uncontrollable 
influence over me; but the world, not 
knowing the beloved object, may deem 
my plea ſophilticate. . 
Charlotte may ſay, «] thought you 
loved your father, and me, ſo tenderly 


„that nothing could have ſhaken your 
My 


An affec- 
tionate ſiſter, —an indulgent friend | 
I know that the power, which impelled 


—  LLOEESCSEINT 
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TH FE ouſt of paſſion.” | Yet; no; my friend 


cannot accuſe ſo harſhly, for ſhe, herſelf, 
alas! has experienced that guſt of paſſion; 
—ſhe has loſt the darling object of her 


 Toul and, from my ſou], I fervently 


pray that Charlotte may ever be a e 


to its violence! | 


No, my deareft Madam, tell them I 
fill loved them,- fill. retained the 


memory of the many invaluable leſſons 
I had received that my heart, like a 


fair apple, though hurried on by the 


whirlings of a reſiſtleſs vortex, was ſtill 
ſound as its core, nay, even unblemiſhed 
on its ſurface, I hope; for I cannot charge 
my mind with having committed another 


immoral act; and fincerely hope I have 
not been acceſſary to the excitcment of 


dne in others. 


Eliza, the politic Eliza, Madam, would 


have perſuaded me to arrogaie ſome 


: conſequence by | pleading the pardon of | 


my 
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my deareſt father; but, alas! Madam, Ihave 
witnefled ſo many inſtances of partiality, 


when the happineſs of his Harriett was 


intureſted, that I hend be juſtifiable in 
: ſalpetting him "of ©; ain leaning to his 


accuſtomed bias. 1 am afraid that my 


dear parent attaches too much merit to 


a little affair wherein I had the happt- 
neſs of ſaving that lite, to which I owe 


my own but ſurely there can be very 
little merit in having done that for him, 
which he would rejoice to do a thouſand 


times for me. 


Mr. Belfield, too, attempts to make 


me vain, by attributing to the moſt 


fortunate Harriett two exertions equally 
propitious.—But this, Madam, is poſi- 
tively appealing to your prejudices; and 
I might as well expect to find mere 
- impartiality in my father, as ſtrict juſtice 


In you, ſhould I tell you [1 was the happy 


vor. II. — 2 the 


1 
: ki 
4 
. 
bs 
4 
4) 
<< 
wh 
1 
2 
3 
40 
34 
* 
* 
f 


x SR 


wx w4 - > , 
28 WEST CO RES erm TR. 


- n 
ow — —ͤ—ͤ— 


98 FILIAL INDISCRETIONS, 


* 


the chrice happy inſtrument of your 
Lionel's preſervation. - 


Suffer me then, Madam, without r more 


prefatory apology, to entreat you to 
indulge the encloſed with your peruſal. 

And if, in that, as well as in what Mr. 
| Belfield may have written, you ſee no- 


thing in my conduct, whilſt abſent from 


my family, which ſhould call up the 
frown of indignation on a parent's brow ; 
La bluſh on the cheek of a ſiſter; or the 
glow of reſentment in the boſom of a 
friend, ſend it to my Charlotte, and 
Letitia, with this ſignal proof of your 
kind complacency,- 
„ the Runaway wholly unpardonable.“ 


— * J do not deem 
With all magna ble reſpect, and ſen- 
ſations indiſcribable, 


7 am, 
My won dear Madam, — 


Harriet Somerville, 
Poſtſeri pt. 


- 
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- Poſtſcript. I have too many tender- 
neſſes for Caroline to attempt commus- 
nicating them in part of a letter. Be ſo 
| good, then, Madam, to inform her that 
I hope to be permitted to deliver them - 
perſonally, = 


LETTER XLVI. 
Mis Harriett Somervi lle to Miſs Somerville, 


MY DEAREST CHARLOTTE, 


I HAVE been angling for expreſſions _ 
of the moſt ſoothing nature, in humble 

hope of inducing you to receive this 
| letter, from a cruel ſiſter, with that af. 
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fectionate indulgence which 1 have ts 
often admired, and ſo frequently expe- 
rienced, though I confeſs I am far from 
meriting ſuch a ſavour; but the current 
of my imagination is ſo much agitated, 
that I San cateh nothing to my ſatis- 
faction. I am, therefore, reſtrained to a 
mere recital of my feelings when entering 
upon a ſcheme, truly reprehenſible, Iſhall 
: ever acknowledge; but which has, almoſt 
by a miracle, proved truly ſucceſsful ! 
; Permit me to hope that my little 
narrative will intercede ſo warmly with 
you and Letitia, as to procure me a re- 
inſtatement in your eſteem. Should it 
not, Charlotte, the horizon which has, 
for ſome days, been brightening up 
around me, will again become obſcured ; 
and the culpable Harriett will be a ſtran- 
ger to happineſs, until ſhe has expiated 
her indiſcretions with her tears. | 
1 need not recall to your memory the | 
tate 


— 


upon my fancy: 
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tate of my mind when Mr. Belfield 


withdrew from our neighbourhood : no, 


much as I have offended, I am ſure it 
would wound your tender nature, were 
I to torture myſelf by attempting to 
| deſcribe the agonies I then endured. 
But it may be new to you, my love, to 
be acquainted that my ever honoured 
friend Letitia informed me, in a letter, 
which, you may remember, I burnt as 
| ſoon as I had peruſed, that he was met 
by a friend of the biſhop's, who told the 
prelate he was going to Ireland, but was 
to tarry ſome days at 
That letter, Chaos, lt 4. 
termined me. If I remained at home 1 
ſaw before me nothing but ſorrow, but 
diſtraction, but deſpair. I, therefore, 
yielded to the flattering viſion that ruſhed 
—the idea of ſeeking. 


the incenſed wanderer, —of entering into 
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his ſervice, and adminiſtering to his 
wants, poſſeſſed me wholly !_ 8 


J never was deficient in perſonal for- 


titude, you know; but, with an object ſo 
| eſſential to my happineſs in view, I felt a 


preſumption not only equal to every 
danger I might encounter, but which 


actually impelled me to court exploits. 


An enterprize once determined on, we 


ſeldom are long at a loſs for opportunities 


to carry it into execution,—S0 ready 1 18 
our evil genius to ſtimulate us on, and 
aid us in our wild career, that he may 
laugh at our deviation from the paths of 


rectitude, and exult in the puniſhments 


which, too ſurely, attend our indiſcre- : 


tions! 


oppoſition, and I was inceſſantly racking 


my invention for means of eſcape, when Z 
Guido came to you with a letter from 


Sir Charles, You will recolle& the 


many 


= "Wor ” o 
S En. 0 2 
. TIE RE OT, 
ow. 3 ie 4 
33 * N 


My reſolution was ſteeled againſt all 


eng * == A - : 4 © wan N * 
S —_ * N » 2 e * * 2 2 % 
hdd 4 K oy 1 "4 —» "SCI? » * 1 4 "# * "> "FC KT aw Ko — — - 
9 Eons A _—_—_ 3 1 A „ „ * e LID P ie, fn! e ho 3 * 5 
D n.! FREE IT Ybanas Ee Ge a NE We - 5 r 8 R A en 


- — — — n 0 N eee ca 
OO TOO I OS ICE ³¹ ¹mj h ²˙¹² AA ñů⁊ ²ꝰe no ER. 


E R n ung * — ” — e "1 98 1 0 
IG... r * 1 , ” PR r 
n 8 nn * i "2 + Mon 82 . » Y 55 4 2 BS & a 
„ P A . n a a... 3 * 
Es SR » — 4 8 . woe. oa MEER 1 K 


eee de 


FILIAL IN DISCEETIONS. wa 


many pretexts which 1 inv ente for ae 


laying y our an{w er; and that 1, at laſt, 


Cane you-1 to detain him till the morn- | 


ing. 


I faw that the youth was very little 
taller. and ſtouter than myſelf. And as | 
1 knew the Gardener was the only man- 
ſcrvant who ſlept alone, it occurred to 
me that, by making the ſervants merry 


betore they went to reſt, I might eaſily 


procure the lad's clothes, while they 
were ſleeping ſoundly on the effects KH 
ſtrong ale; and diſguiſe myſelf beyond 
the: probability of being recognized by 
Mr. Belfield. You, my love, and oo. 


dear father, readily came into my litt! 


5 manœuvre; and I was ſtimulated to wy - 
_ purſuit of my plan, by the facility with 
which the firſt object of difficulty was 


Honeſt William, and his young bed- 


fellow, were ſnoring ſo loud that I felt. 


not 
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not the leaſt danger of being heard by 
them; ſo, carefully collected the lad's 


things; and was marching off in triumph, 


when the idea occurred, that if I took ; 
thoſe only, they might lead to a ſuſpi- : 


cion of the robber. I, therefore, re- 
turned, huddled all together in a 
bundle, and haſtened, with the booty, 
to my parlour. There I ſecured a purſe, 
which I had reſerved for another purpoſe, 
you know, my dear; and took my fa- 
vourite little piſtols, with ſome ammuni— 


tion ;—thoſe, I concluded, would render - 


me formidable to one ruffian, at leaſt. 

To elude all poſſibility of ſuſpicion, 
I then cut the glaſs, near the faſtening 
of the ſaſh, with my ring, and left the 


window open: —ſtrewed all my papers 


about the room, like men haſtily ſearch- 


ing for more valuable articles, and went 
out at the door; fancying that, when I 
was miſſed, it would be concluded I had 
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gone into the garden, to ſoothe my 
diſturbed mind; and that the robbers, 
oblerving me, had taken me with them 
to avoid detection. —Suſpicion of mur- 
der, or ſuicide, never once entered my 
head. 
I haſtened to the alcove in the wood, 
my dear Charlotte, where I bad adieu to 
the timidities of my ſex, —aſſumed the 
breeches, drew on my boots, and, for a. 
few minutes, actually forgot my ſorrows 
in the buly occupation of the ſcene. 
But. when arrayed, I found, to my great 
mortification, I was deſtitute of a ſhirt ! 
My habit ſhirts wenld have anſwered the 
purpoſe exactly ;—alas! I had them not, 
and dared not to think of ſeeking them. 
However, I placed my handkerchief un- 
der my waiſtcoat ; and, with the help of 
| my neck-band, and Guido's filk hand- 
kerchief, I managed the matter ſo tole- : 


: ys that I was at length e 


not 
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not exactly, very nearly ſecundum hominem. 


—Thouyh I felt exceſſively aukward | in 


boots—1I aſſure you. 


The gardener's clothes 1 350 here 
and thats 7 in token of haſte and alarm. 
My own I tied up in a bundle, which, 
by the help of ſome ſtones, I ſank near 


the ſummer houſe, where, that being the 


deepeſt part of the lake, I truſted they 
never would have been diſcovered with- 


out my directions. 5 


With very little difficulty, I procured 
ſome walnuts.—Thoſe I rubbed on a 
ſtone, and, with the Juice, I waſhed my 
hands and face ;—ſometimes with juice,-- 
-” ſometimes with water, that the colour 
might appear the more natural. The 
place of my nativity was to be determined 
by the firſt looking glaſs. If I looked 
ſallow only, I would be a native of the 
ſ outh of France ; if of a deeper dye, the - 


Weſt Indies was to have claimed me.— 


\ My 


back—returned—looked again: 
ſtill more Ran from you notil nearly 
exhauſted with fatigue, and arrived at 


ä 3 28 — - ABC 8-2 
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My hair, and eyes, I knew would do tor 
either. 

1 then took a long—long look at the 
window of our Chamber, Charlotte. Put 
up a fervent prayer for your happinels ; : 
and for health, and peace of mind to my 
deareſt father : 


—burit into tears, and 


wiſhed I could return. But, no; a ſupe- 
rior power impelled me on. The life 
of him, who was the ſole e of my 
heart, was to be attempted at 
Providence graciouſly 5 that 1 


and 


ſhould be the highly favoured inſtrument 


of Mr. Bel field's preſervation. 1 claſped ; 
my hands, in agony, together. Bleſt 


you a thouland times. Wept—turned 


wept. 


, about ten 0 clock, Joes: almoſt to 


8 death, 


1 avoided the Lion, leſt 4 ſhould have 


been 55 


— ———— — — 
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been recognized by Mrs. lo, went 


to the King's Arms. There 1 forced. 


myſeli to 8 ſome breakfaſt; — com- 


plained of having loſt my wardrobe ;— 


purchaſed three ſhirts which a milliner 
was making for Captain —— ; and took 
: advantage of a coach to ———, where 
I was reſolved to devote a whole day to 
meditation on the furtherance of my 


_ Plan:. 
At the globe, 1 felt myſelf very com- 


fortably ſituated, for one under my cir- 


cumſtances. I was in the midſt of a 
young family,—ſome, about my own 
age; and might the ſame evening have 
been introduced to ſome very pretty girls 
at Mr. 's twelve-penny hop,” 


by the [dont s ſon, who has deſtined - 


| himſelf for the Navy—totally againſt the 


will of his parents; and without a fingle 
requiſite for the ſervice, accordiny to the 
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the boiſterous profeſſion; for, both in 
perſon, and conſtitution, he is delicate, 
and not only modeſt among ſtrangers, 
but abſolutely timid. | 


I had not been in the hows 1 more Chan TE 


an hour, and was taking a cup of coffee, 
in the family room, adjoining to the bar, 


when a Tailor entered with a ſuit of 
clothes for the young ſpark. The coat 
was of a wrong colour. That was an 
olive, —he had ordered a blue. 


It is a pity indeed, Maſter Billy,” 
ſaid the T ailor, © that 1 ſhould have : 
© made ſuch a blunder.” 


1.68 Pity ! yes, I think it is a pity” 


( replied the incenſed youth) that people 


* can't drink a little leſs, theſe hard times, 


© and then they would not make ſuch 


i confounded blunders.” 
The poor Tailor had wit wad to 


perceive that his e error lay almoſt as much 


vor. 111. e „ 


the cloth. 
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in his © Maſter r Billy,” as in the colour of 


bn Why, t to be ſure, Sir, you muſt have 


« ſeen more than enough of the world 
e to feel that a glaſs, now and then, is 
« neceſſary for us, theſe hard times. As 
0 for the Clothes, Sir, I'll take them upon 
my own hands, with all the pleaſure in 
—though I don't know a ſingle 
6c cuſtomer of your ſize, and genteelneſs 
t of figure, that they may be likely to fit.” 
The artful maker of clothes had touched 
the never failing ſtring, and the youth 
felt the thrill of its vibration ! O Flattery ! 
thou hacknied cajoler of the human 
Tpecies, none are too young none are too 
old to be deluded by thee! The nurſe Who 
moſt poſſeſſes thee, gains moſt careſſes 
from the tender infant. Would the 
betrayer ſack the rich treaſure of a virgin 
heart? Thou art the key that bids the 
faireſt to unlock the precious Caſket! 
%%% a A 
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The Stateſman, who can balance king- 
doms—adjult the fate of empires—let a 
world in flames! cannot reſiſt thee. 


Tell him that he is the prince of Orators--- 
the firſt of financiers—the Saviour of his 
country l. 


Say but theſe, with true 


hibernian effrontery, —aſk for a princely 
penſion and 'tis your's. Are you weary 
of being a Captain? Swear that your 
commander in chief is a Marlborough : 
a Cæſar—an Alexander! nor heſitate to 
 ſhoet the friend who laughs at your 
aſſertions ; and you'll be a Colonel in a 
month. Even the hoary-headed parent, 
though faſt approaching to his laſt gaſp, 
will paſs by his only ſon, with ſtoical 


indifference, to give the proudeſt place in 


his teſtament to the cringing ſycophant. 


Such, O Fattery ! art thou ; and ſuch the 


youth then found thee! 


„ Nay, Maſter Doublecape, for the 


matter of that, 2 N the youth, 1 


La DOM © don't 
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„don't wiſh that you ſhould loſe any 
„ thing by the blunder. But as I have 


* ſet my heart upon going to ſea, you 
W know, why, it would look ſo ſtrange to 


© wear any coat but a blue one!“ 


During this altercation, I reflected that 


the form and colour of Guido's clothes 


had, for ſome time, been familiar to Mr. 


Belfield. An exchange, therefore, ſtruck 
me, as an object of ſome conſequence.— 

Right, Sir;“ ſaid I. © A naval officer, 
« without a blue coat, is, to the full, as 


c qutre as a military officer without a red. 
one. But ſuppoſe I aſſiſt you, gen- 


c tlemen, in removing this little im- 


Ns pediment ? I have, unfortunately, left 
« my wardrobe behind me; and, as * 


CL could wiſh to have a bettermoſt ſuit, 


if you will leave the clothes with me, 1 
will try them on in the morning. They 


85 appear to be nearly of my fize,— 
4 « ' ſhould they fit me, 1 will take them off 


+ your 
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* your hands.” The buſineſs was ſo 


ſettled to the ſatisfaction of us all. 


The youth, his two fiſters, and I, then 
ſat down to the card table. At whiſt, 1 
loſt the ſum of three ſhillings ;—was 
heartily laughed at by our adverſaries, 
and frequently chid by my partner 
for ſuffering my brains to run a wool- 
gathering“ —as the younger ſiſter was 
plegſed to conftrue my abſence of mind. 0 
7 7 bc next morning I arrayed myſelf 1 in 
the Tailor s miſtake,--A fortunate miſtake 
for me! as, with ſome trifling alterations 
which 1 eaſily effected, the cloaths fitted 
me perfectly well. I then went down 
ſtairs,.— dreſſed in my new apparel, to the : 
great ſatisfaction of the youth, and the 
Tailor. Nor was I a little diverted at 
the marked attention with which I was 
honoured by the ladies. 
Still I was deſtitute of a great coat, and | 
8 knew not how ſoon 1 might ſtand in 5 
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need of one. Mr. Doublecape had one, 


but he was afraid it would not ſuit me: 
it was almoſt white! He had made it 
for a french officer, but—another blan- 
_ der!—it was much to ſhort. I purchaſed . 
it, and made a moſt frenchified APPEar- 


ance ! 
J next ſent for a e when 1. 
Charlotte, who had ſo oftentimes ridi- 


culed you for ſpoiling a beautiful head 


of hair, by having it white as a ſwim 
down puff, unwillingly ſubmitted to the 
curling irons, —to pomatum, and hair 


powder. — What an amazing effect! you 
would not have known me ;—I did not 
know myſelf,.—ſo wonderfully had the 


. fallow viſage, and powdered hair, altered 
the appearanee of my features! 


1 found there was no neceſſity to 


remain longer at —. So, after pur- 
cChaſing a faſhionable hat, 


-ſome filk 
- Rockings, and a bottle of tinQure to re- 
e touch 


4 
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vainly hoping to reach 
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touch my face and hands with, when 
neceſſary, I took a ſeat in the mail coach, 


the TY 
evening. But I was ſo” very 111 with a 
Fialent cold, by the time we got to 


that I could proceed no further for the 


intolerable ſpace of three days. This 
delay diſtracted me. I was delirious 
with apprehenſion that Mr. Belfield 


would have proceeded on his voyage to 


I was nearly diſtracted. The 


miſera le ſtate of my mind rugsled 


violently to oppreſs my body. Con- 


ſtitution, however, at length prevailed; 


and, though ſtill indiſpoſcd, on the fourth 


morning I purſued my journey, which, 
with 8477 ſlages, I accompliſhed on the 


following evening,—to my great joy, and 
much recovered, Aye, Charlotte; and 
that very evening I made a conqueſt of a 


great, big bar-maid! But that muſt be 
the ſubject of our private converſation ; 
for, 
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for, I do aſſure you, the huge devil 
frightened me almoſt out of my wits. 
You will eaſily credit me when I tel! 
JF ou, that I was not a little curious in 
preparing myſelf for my firſt appearance. 
My face and hands were touched and 
touched again; and my hair was pow- 
dered profuſely. 1 1 
I had determined to ſee Mr. Belfield 
frequently, that I might familiarizeg ylelf. 
to his appearance, before I venttWec 
ſpeak to him; or to be ſpoken to. Dreſſed, | 
then, nearly to my on latisfaction, down 
ſtairs I went, to commence the adven- 
tures of the day. . . 
I walked up the fireet. A coach was 
following me in great haſte, I turned a 
corner in order to avoid it, and—bump ! 
—ran againſt my very Idol! I ſhrieked; 
but inſtantly recolletting mylelf, put 
my hand to my foot, as though he had 
trodden it. 
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£ 1 hope 1 have not hurt you, Sir; 
ſaid the voice to which I had ſo often 


liſtened with tranſport. 


Not much,—no great deal very 


« little, Sir;” 1 replied ; imitating the 
broken accents of a frenchman. 


«I am very glad I AYE not; good | 
cc morning to you, Sit; de ſaid; and 


left me in a ſtate of option es 
had he obſerved i it, muſt inevitably have 
betrayed me to him 


I faw the amiable man many times in 8 


the courſe of that, and the two ſucceed- 
ing days. But though always affedted 
Wh I met him, yet I was, at length, ſo 
much reconciled to his appearance as to 
ſee him without alarm. Sometimes, in⸗ 


deed, 1 fancied he took particular notice 
of me, and ſhuddered with apprehenſion 


of diſcovery : but as ſuch attention did 


not appear increaſed when next we met, 
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I became thorou ghly convinced that my 


diſguiſe was complete. | 
The fourth morning, I was formed 


that his Valet had left him very abruptly. 


Oh! Charlotte, how my heart throbbed 
at the proſpe& which then preſented 
itſelf! I reſolved to throw myſelf in his 
way, the firſt favourable opportunity, 
and propoſe myſelf as a ſubſtitute for 
: Regnaud. —No matter how inadequate 
to the taſk! I knew he ſhaved himſelf, 
| and that his hair was cropped. 
Io my great chagrin, I ſaw bias not 
55 till the evening, when he walked towards ö 
the walls with his friend. I followed at 
an humble diſtance; flattering myſelf 
that I ſhould there catch a propitious 
moment to preſent my ſuit to him. I did 


catch that moment,—a moment, O Char- 


lotte! that never can be forgotten. 
Mr. Belfield's friend left him about | 
fun- ſet. Then Was the golden minute 
| arrived 
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arrived which I had waited for with ſuch 


anxiety ;—my fate was now to be put 
upon a caſt. I followed the inconſcious 
man with trembling ſteps.— 
my pace, —hemmed, —eſſayed to ſpeak, 
fell back again. Vain were all my 


-quickened 


exertions; for, continuaiiy, the nearer I 
approached | the object of my hopes, the 
more my faculties betrayed the timid 


culprit, —the hoodwinked indiſcreet. 


Ah, Charlotte, Charlotte! Who can 


expreſs the immenſurable diſtance be- 
| tween the ideas of good and evil, in an 
unpolluted mind? How ſweet the heart 
applauding ſtimulus, when acts of virtue 
are the objects of our attention I- Ho- 
irkſomely languid beats the conſcious 


pulſe, when we immerge into the gulph 


of impropriety! Spite of all my reſo— 


lution, a fingle check of the cord of 
rectitude diſplayed to me my conduct 


in its Paper colours. 
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I ſaw that I had left a tender a moſt 


indulgent parent to mourn my imaginary 
loſs, —alaſs! my real loſs to him; for I 


had ſtrayed from the white road of diſ- 


cretion, and was wandering—1 knew not 


whither ! I ſaw I had left an affeQtionate 
ſiſter, and an invaluable friend, firſt, to 
lament my moſt unhappy fate then to 
bluſh at my miſconduct! And for what? 
To follow a man whom, exquiſite as 1 
thought him, an indiſcreet expreſſion of 
mine had diveſted of all eſteem for me; 
and whoſe nice conceptions of propriety 
and decorum, ſhould he diſcover me, 
would at beſt permit him only to blend 
his pity with contempt. I could an- 


ticipate no good :I ſtaggered in my 


ſteps :—My reſolution dwindled away. : 
I wept, and begged of the Almighty to 
prompt me to return home; but the 
prayer had ſcarcely quitted my lips, ere 
the Almighty, in his infinite goodneſs, 
convinced ö 
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convinced me that the hour & return; was 


not yet; for, oh! my dear Siſter; good, 
ſuperlative to me, did inſtantly preſent 


itſelf !—Twas a bliſsful event indeed! 
The evening was well advanced—it was 


nearly dark, when Mr. Belfield appeared 
to be going down the ſteps; and I ima- 
gined I ſaw him 1 with ſome men. 
gel field 
« O God! enable me to preſerve him!“ 
—Vigour herculean braced every nerve - 
I ſnatcht a piſtol from my pocket, and 
was at his elbow in an inſtant. My fire 


my Belfield in danger! 


5 


diſperſed the ruffians, who, but for my 
diſpatch, would have deprived me -me! 


alas! what am I ?—would have deprived 


Society of one of her moſt benevolent, — 
moſt ineſtimable members ! 
There was a trial of fortitude, Char- 


lotte! My joy was exceſſive; and, even 
now, I cannot but wonder how I was 
5 capable of concealing it, Mr, Belfield's 


vor. II, MM -: 3 calm 


122 211141 INDISCRETIONS. 


calm and collected behaviour muſt have 
converted part of my joy into admiration, 
T think; and his repeated compliments 
to the © brave unknown,” ſoon reclaimed 
my agitated ſpirits, as well as ſoothed 
me to my project. I had preſerved his 


precious life; and who could ſay that I 


ſhould not, a ſecond time, be his happy 


protector? This was incitement irre- 
ſiſtable. As ſoon, therefore, as we got 


to the hotel, I made my requeſt, though 
with ſome heſitation, and was cheerfully 
admitted as his Valet, —his companion! 
for as ſuch he always treated me when we 


were by ourſelves. Aye, Charlotte ; and, 


on our arrival at Liverpool, being aſſured, 


by me, that my family would not diſgrace 
the countenance of any gentleman, he 


actually announced me as his companion 


— his friend—his preſerver ! 


'I had my heart-achs though, and 
Tevere © ones too, believe me, Charlotte, 
5 while 
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while we remained at —; as you will 
ready allow, when I have the happineſs 
to communicate them to you. Nay, 
1 very narrowly eſcaped public expoſure; 
and did avoid it only by being, moſt 
fortunately, kept ignorant of a duel until 
Mr. Belfield returned unhurt. Had I 


known it ſooner, diſtraction would in- 
evitably have ſeized me, and all my fond 


hopes have been fruſtrated in a moment: 
| for J am thoroughly convinced I ſhould 
never have concealed my ſelf at ſuch a 
criſis. 


Whatever material La 3 ſince 


my attendance on Mr. Belfield, I find 
he has regularly communicated to his 
brother; and much more circumſtantially 
than I could have related, —as well as 
much more flattering to me. He has 


preſerved copies of his letters, for his 


ſiſter to read to Mrs. Belfield ; of courſe, 
you will be enabled to eſtimate my con- 
NM V aus 


124 > PILIAL INDISCRETIONS, 


duct on a peruſal of thoſe. May it 
appeaſe your diſpleaſure, as allo my 
_ revered Letitia' S; and kindly influence 
you both, again to bleſs me with your 
ſweet eſteem! Amen! Amen! So, ler- 
vently prays 


9 . 


Your contrite penitent, 
and truly affectionate Siſter, 
Herriet Somerville 
** You receive the encloſed, my dear 
Charlotte, from the guardian Angel of 


us all. Need I then ſay—She 1s not 
wholly unpardonable ? ? 


PS Matilda Belfeld. 


LETTER 
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LETTER xIVII. 


Mr. Belfield to Captain Belfield. 


EET 7 ö 


MY DEAR HERVEY, 


_ Wu EN I concluded my letter of 
- BZ Thurſday, I fancied myſelt the happy 
individual deſtined to enjoy ſupreme 
felicity on earth; but providence, ever 1 
watchful, ſeemed to think that if he 
ſiuffered me to remain ſo happy here, 
I ſhould ſoon forget hereafter. And my 

arrogance has been puniſhed, let me hope, 
ou to my deſerts. 5 
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Yeſterday morning, very early, we 
went on board of the packet, near the 
Pigeon-houſe. It appeared very black, 
and windy to the eaſtward; yet, as we 
had a light weſterly breeze, which had 
continued all night, the Captain was of 


opinion that it would attend us over the 


Channel; and he did not doubt reaching g 
Holy-head i in the evening. 5 
We had a delightful ſail through 
Dublin bay, by moon light, to be ſure; 
and were advanced ſeveral miles beyond 
the hill of Hoath, before the grey tinged 
horizon could announce the approach of 
Aurora. But then, as uſual, the wind 
flew round, (at North-eaſt,) right in our 
teeth, as the ſailors call it; and, in little 
more than half an hour, increaſed to a 


ſtrong gale. 


By the time it was - fufficiently light | 

to diſcern an object at a conſiderable 

diſtance, we, to our * aſtoniſhment, per- 
ceived 
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ceived the packet, which had ſailed the 
preceding morning, not more than two 
leagues to windward of us, and labouring 
ina prodigious. rough ſea. Of e 
our Captain concluded. that little good 
could be effected by attempting to get 
further into the Channel ; ee hoes 5 
wiſely bore away for eee came 
to an anchor off that harbour time enough 

for us to get ſafe on ſhore before the lea 

in the Bay was much agitated. 
The packet, which we had obſerved 
in the offing, perſiſted i in her endeavours 


to proceed for England, — with ſuch a 


wind, and ſo much of it, ſhe might have 
tried till doomſday. However, the vio- 
lence of the tempeſt, with them, by Beying | 
ſplit the main-ſail, Captain = 


—, Was 


compelled to follow our example: and 
_ anchored ſafely about noon. Though it 
then blew too hard for a boat to venture 
on ſhore, 


While 
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While fitting very comfortably at our 
dinner, and frequently felicitating each 
other on having landed ſo opportunely, 
the cry—*a ſhip in diſtreſs!” was heard. 
We immediately ran up ſtairs, to a room 
which commanded a view of the bay, and 
_ obſerved a large ſhip coming round the by 
head of Hoath, with all her top-maſts 
gone, — ſome of them hanging over the 
ſhip's fide. The failors were exerting 
_ themſelves in cutting away the wreck of 
the maſts, which, to our great joy, they 
ſucceeded in effecting ſoon enough to 
enable the ſhip to weather the headland; 
and about three o'clock, they anchored 
little more than two miles from the ſhore, 
and nearly oppoſite to us. 
The violence of the gale had; by that 
: time, much abated, and we ſoon perceived 
a boat coming from the ſhip ; but the 
_ diſmal howlings of the fiſhermen, who, 
to a man, were Poſitive the people would 
| never 
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never be able to effect a landing, filled 
us with the moſt poignant anxiety for 
their ſafety. Their ſituation appeared 
truly dreadful „our prelages were truly 
melancholy ! ! bs | 
It ſeemed that the flere; tables 
found it unſaſe to venture to the ſhore, 
(the ſea running ſo very high ;) for, 
when about half way, they endeavoured 
to row back to the ſhip. But, alas! all 
their exertions, however ſtrenuous, were 
evidently fruitleſs ;- the more they 
ſtrove to gain the velſel, ſtill the nearer 
they approached the land. At length, 
finding no other reſource, I preſume, 
they pulled directly ſor the harbour. 
The fiſhermen ran down to receive them, 
ſhould they get in, but totally deſtitute of 
hope. The boat came exactly for the pier. 
— they could not come better,” ſaid an 
old Pilot,—* It is a moſt excellent ſea- 
DL boat! 155 ſaid a Lieutenant, on crutches, 


The 
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The men ſeemed to pull with refloubled 


energy. They were near enough to be 
heard :—they were preparing to throw 


a rope on ſhore, for the people to haul 


the boat through the ſurf with the 


fi hermen ſhouted for joy at their appa- 


rent ſafety ee —dreadful * 


N ſea overwhelmed them, - 
all loſt! | 


In a few minutes the fury « the gale 
was ſated. Old Ocean ſmiled at the 

ſacrifices which adorned his altars. The 

horizon reſumed its gaudy coloured 5 


mantle, and the ſun appeared. 


The ſpectators ſoon diſperſed them- i 
ſelves along the coaſt in ſearch of the 
drowned bodies; and it was not long 


before we ſaw two of them drag ſome- 


thing on ſhore which curioſity prompted 
Mr. Senegal and me, to rundown, and take 


a view of, —They had found the bodies of 


a military officer, a a lady, and an infant. 
© 8 It 


they were 
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It was a pretty puppet !” ſaid ons 
of them. * It was a lovely woman !” the | 
other ſwore. I looked — horror 
1 looked again GoOd God! e 
was Pamela! A beauteous infant was at 
her breaſt, which ſhe had ſo tenaciouſly 
enfolded in her arms, that it was with 
difficulty we could extricate it. The 
babe was not only warm, but moved, ſo 
we ſent it inſtantly to the ladies. 
Pamela, hapleſs Pamela ! was motion- 
leſs—was cold, ſo was the Officer. Yet. 
wie ſaw them carefully conveyed to the 
Inn ; where all the methods uſed for the 
recovery of perſons in ſimilar fituations | 
were eſſayed, but ine ffectually. Happily 
the tender aſſiduities of the ladies were 
crowned with great ſucceſs ; for the babe 
was ſoon ſo well recovered, as to be 
capable of ſucking a healthy woman, who 
reſided in the neighbourhood; and to 
whoſe care, on the recommendation of 


our 


138 FILIAL IN DIScRETIONõ. 


our hoſteſs, we confided the Preciou. f 
orphan. 
The officer was the infant 8 feine 


the huſband of Pamela! and recogniſes : 


by ſeveral ſpectators; his only ſiſter 
reſided on the ſmall remains of the 
paternal eſtate at Dalky ;——but three 
miles from the ſpot where the miſerable 
pair periſhed. To her, we learnt, they 
were anxious of communicating the firſt 


intelligence of their arrival —with her 
they had, moſt probably, anticipated a 

happy evening.—May it have been ltill 
happier in the realms above! 
A letter was diſpatched to the ſiſter, 
informing her of the diſmal cataſtrophe, 
and requeſting her attendance to ſee the 
bodies diſpoſed of. In fact, Hervey, we, 


each of us, attempted to aſſume he 


melancholy taſk of being the unwelcome 
meſſenger,; but our hearts were ſo very 
ill attuned for ameliorating the ſorrows 


e 
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of others, that we were compelled to 
decline the office; ſo ſent the walter, who 
ſeemed a very prudent man. 
5 While we were waiting the arrival of 
| the lady, and gloomily anticipating her 
| diſtraction, a paper was brought to me 
by one of the ſervants, who had picked 
it up in the room where the deceaſed pair 
were laid, It was a fragment of a letter 
which had been ritten by Captain 
; O'Reilley to Pamela, ſometime beſore 
they took ſhipping (with his troop) 
at Belfaſt. They appear to have been 
unhappy, and II was the cauſe of their 
inquietude but they had become recon- 
ciled juſt in time to die in Peace together. 


Che Fragment. 
— What had frequently occurred 
56 within the ſphere of my own know- 


& ledye, you lurely will allow, might 
VOL, III. mm. Juſtiiy 


} 
! 


— 


— — 
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« juſtify me in the ſuſpicions 1 bad 
© entertained; but which, upon my 
os © honour, I now bluſh for, and ſhall 
never ceaſe endeavouring to merit your 
6 Ti ging '* 
df my divine Pamela, I had known 
ee many, on my ſoul, I had! to whom 
«an annuity of three, or four hundred 
oO year was a trifle, when placed in 
competition with the poſſeſſion of a 
„woman of not a fiſtieth part of your 
beauty and accompliſhments. | There- 
„fore it was, my dear girl, that I at- 
a tributed the generoſity of your friend 
«© to voluptuoufſneſs; and his pureneſs 
© of mind, in ſending you to your re- 
lation, at that tempting age, to ſatiety. 
„But when you were already mine, 
ox Pamela ;—In Ireland too, where it was 
a thouſand to one he would never ſee 
+ you again; and where, while I lived, 
. by heavens! Hit would have been W 
66 to 
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to him to have attempted you :—With 
oh © whole family too, you were interdiged 
'* correſponding, on account of having 
EL married me without the conſent of 
* your Aunt :—So circumſtanced, my 
8 darling love, 5 cannot think—no, by 


"6 If 


—! it was impoſlible,— 


80 demand the ſacrifice, which was made 


for my promotion, and which I was 


not acquainted with until I had juſt 


concluded my laſt letter; ſo had only 
d time to hint at it in a poſtſcript. 1 
am, therefore, equally aſhamed of 
" * having wronged him, and doubted 


t you; but again T1 ſay.— 


* my ſoul !—by your beauteous ſelf! it 
* ſhall be the ſtudy of my life to merit 
your forgiveneſs.” 
1 am fo delighted wich your affec- 

« tionate letter, that I hardly know any 
"4 thing which could increaſe my happi- 
ne N 2 * nels, 


—lſatiety 
would not impel, nor could ee 


-I ſwear on 
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1 neſs, unleſs, as you fo emphatically 


«© expreſs yourſelf, it would be to ſee our 
** darling child bleſſed by your Aunt, 
and you reinflated 1 in her eſteem. But 
© do not ſuffer the want of ſuch in- 


1 © dulgence to diſturb your quiet. We 
«© are but young as yet, Pamela. In a 
« few years our regiment may be ordered 
to England; or, on the arrival of peace, 
can obtain leave of abſence, you 
66 know. If we cannot be as happy as 
e would, let us endeavour to make 
88 ourſelves as happy as we can. Re- 
* member, wy wet love, the d 


of God is” 


The Sas of God is -infiuicet he 


ſaid, no doubt ; yet is it very ſeldom 
extended to precipitate marriages, my 


dear friend; or to thoſe unſanctified with 
a parental bleſſing. 
It was near nine o'Clock 3 the 


| waiter returned, but We were e 


ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied with the event of his miſſion. 
He found the catholic prieſt of the pariſh 
at the houſe, and, very wiſely, communi» 
cated the fatal news to him. Happy was 
it for the lady that he did ſo; for not- 
withſtanding the venerable man uſed 
every precaution to guard her againſt 
ſurprize, and introduced ſeveral appolite 
ſubjects to invigorate her fortitude, ſhe 
fainted on receiving the wretched tidings: 
nor, for two hours, was ſhe capable of 
attending to his pious exhortations. At 
length ſhe aſſumed ſufficient reſolution 
to ſet forward on the melancholy journey, 
in company with the prieſt; and ſent 
the waiter before them to announce 
their approach. 
On their arrival, Hervey, a ſcene dif- . 
treſling in the extreme took place. The 
ſiſter indulged her griefs almoſt to 
phrenzy. Even the good father wept 
much; as the deceaſed had been a great 
N 3 555 favourite 
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favourite with him, and from him had 


received a great part of his education, 


Let his was only the friendly lamentations 
of a benevolent heart at the untimely end 
of a man whom he eſteemed :—the orief 
of the lady was more complicated. She, 
unhappy woman! ſorrowed, not only for 
the loſs of a beloved brother, by whom 


| ſhe had been, in a great meaſure, ſup- 


ported, but alſo that, with him, her 
: hopes of a decent maintenance, during 
the remainder of her days, were drowned 
too! This appeared, evidently, on our 
mentioning the recovery of the child, 


whom the waiter had forgot to notice. 
c Alive!” She cried: © And was it not 
© enough that 7 ſhould be reduced to 


% want by the death of ſo kind a brother! 
* muſt his tender infant be reſerved for a 
life of penury too !ſ=——Ah, Father! 
I know what you would ſay,” (obſerving 
8 the pies conan, I to ſpeak to her.) 


66 He 
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„He who wude us has the ſole right to 
& dilpoſe ot us. -I own it. I know that 
© his will muſt be done; but 1 cannot 
60 forget that my deareſt brother was in 
* aſfluence, and I, by his means, com- 
6 fortable.— Poor little lamb Where 
ais the {weet forlorn Come, we will 
„ wander together, At leaſt it ſhall not 
want a nurſe to bathe it with her tears, 
* —to cry for food for it. 
: "TRE geſtures, — the exclamations, —the 
bewailings of the diſconſolate woman 
were harrowing to the ſoul; and it was 
with difficulty I could inform her that, 
until her will could be known, we had 
confided the lovely babe to the care of 
Phebe Mc. Cullagh, whom the landlady 
had recommended i in the warmeſt manner. 
« To Phebe!” ſhe haſtily returned; 
% poor Phebe! Yes, Phebe will gladly | 
s cheriſh the orphan infant of her foſter 
0 brother! but who ſhall Tupply her with 
| 66 the | 
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© the means? Even the little portion 
„of his wife, which I had prevailed on 
« William to ſettle on the child, the 
„% moment it ſhould be received, i 
*© drowned with her; for not being 15 
ſa of age it was not yet her due, and is 
e now become the property of her ob- : 
* durate aunt.” 
I thought this a favourable moment 
for interrupting her griefs; and taking 
her by the hand.—* Do not add to your 
* woes on the child's account, Madam, |} 
I he en of Pamela will do juſtice 
to her aunt; but will not ſee the | 
8 85 * orphan of his ward deſtitute of e 
„ reſt aſſured .“. | 
„ Know you her guardian, Sir?“ 
(karing wildly at me.) —“ Know you 
10 7 ons Belfield ?—alas ! whoſe generoſity 
whoſe goodneſs William had ſo 


6 "often wronged, yet lived to be aſhamed 
cc ot. * | 
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that the undertaker was below, 
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1 could 157 reſtrain my tears. She 
ſmiled, — bleſſed her God; and with 


peculiar fervency exclaimed— O that 


all mankind polleficd ſuch feelings.“ 


The waiter entering, . me 
-his 


dreadful apparatus with him. L there. 
fore, begged the poor lady to ſuſſer me 
to introduce her to lome of my friends ; 
and, leading her into a diſtant room, 
commended her to the attention of Har- 
riett and Eliza; ;—promiſing to return 


in a few minutes. ; 
I then accompanied the prieſt to ſee. 
the bodies depoſited in their coffins. It 


was a diſmal office, Hervey ; but it was 
the huſband of Pamela, and the daughter 
of our ever to be revered friend and tutor, 
who claimed my ſad attentions. Who, 
then, could have murmured at enduring 
a few heart-rending pangs, when the 
common rites of our religion, — 


| when. 
eſteem,- — 
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Hem hen gratitude demanded 


them? 

The venerable ſather ſaw the remains 
of his favourite pupil enſhrouded; while 
I attended on the corpſe of Pamela. Her 


brow was ſmooth, and her fine formed 


face bore a placid aſpect :—even her 


pretty ſmile ſtill hovered round her 
mouth. I gazed on her with anguiſh 
inexprefiible ;—dropt a farewel tear on 
ber once admired cheek ;—cut a lock of 


her fine hair, to preſerve for her infant ; 


and gave the melancholy orders to cloſe. 
her body from the gu of this world— Fl 


: for ever! 


On returning to our friends, the lady 
appeared much agitated, and was haſtily 


advancing towards me; but Harriett | - 
caught her by the arm, and conducting 
her to a chair, —“ If we have done wrong,” 

fad the amiable creature, '* you ſhall not 


66 be 58 
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" be our apolo, iſt. Let the blame fall 
© on us. We have ſpirits to ſupport it. 
„ What is the matter?“ laid I, 
Harriett, to Eliza. —to Fs at; 


but received no anſwer. * Who has : 
« offended ? '—looking at Sir Harry. 


= Eyod, 1 cannot tell you, very well; 


1 but the girls have been making me, 


and Mr. Senegal, cry moſt confound- 
my  edly,—that I know. Harriett, too, 
has promiſed this good lady that 2 25 
« ſhall allow her the ſame annuity, t | 
enable her to ſupport. the little bibs; 


: &© which you gave to its mother. And 
Eliza has guaranteed a ſum equal to 


the portion which Pamela would have f 
2 received, as a little fortune for the 
** child on its coming of age. — What 
„ think you of that? Mr. Senegal, too, 


C inſiſts on being the banker in the 
ce buſineſs ; and has deſired the lady to 
= draw on * houſe, every quarter, for 


„ 
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«a fourth part of the annuity. 
© what ſay you to ali this, Belfeld ? 

The holy father bleſt himſelf, and 5 
caſt a wiſtſul eye at me. The ſiſter bent 
her's on the ground. : 


But 


t might be deemed vanity in me, 
„Sir Harry, were I to declare that the 
cc ladies have anticipated my intentions; 


* but, be afſured, I obey the dictates of 
„ my heart, when I declare they have my 


© ſincere thanks for impoling thoſe ob- B 


15 © ligations on me.“ 
The acknowledgments of the unhappy 
woman loon became irkſome to me,— 
ſo much was ſhe afflicted at the hard 
cauſe, which had rendered my aſſiſtance 
; 8 VER _ -Thoſe of the good prieſt | 
were highly grateful to my ears, for he 
flattered me; Yes, my dear friend, he 
flattered me that my conduct would be 
acceptable to my maker.—Amen! 
We fat, fvothing. the woes of the af- | 
ficied 
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145 
fitted ſiſter, and. adjuſting the neceſſary 

matters for the precious orphan, until it 
was paſt midnight; when a boat was 
ſent from the packet, and we were in- 
formed that the Captain was anxious to 
ſee us. So, recommending the diſcon- 
ſolate lady to the pious attention of her 
ghoſtly father, we left them, reſolved 


on officiating at the funeral of the de- 


cC.(caſed pair, in the morning; and repaired 


on board under the auſpicious omens of : 
| 4 fair breeze, —a clear ty, —and a 
5 moſt brilliant moon. 
Inſtead of retiring to my cabin, though 
near two o'clock, I ſat down to commu- 
nicate the ſad adventure to you : And 
now, at day light, and in fight of Holy- 
head, conclude my melancholy tale, 
aſſuring you that, whether happy, or 
miſerable, I inceſſantly feel myſelf.— 
ES Your s, moſt affeionately, | 
„„ Lionel Belfield. 
%%%  - LETCTER. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 
Ms Somerville to Miſs Neltlethorpe. 


15 HAVE now ſuch * e of | 
Occurrences to communicate that, I aſſure 
vou, it will require the utmoſt exertion 
| of all the abilities I am miſtreſs of, to 
_ elude confuſion. However, I know your 
_ goodneſs ; If I do my beſt, you will not 


expect more. 


I concluded my laſt letter very pre- 

_ cipitately, as I was in exceſlive haſte to 
get — 1 any — ſhould have re- 

tarded 


Pp d 
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tarded the mail, and our friends be not 
far behind it. Nor was I the leaſt too 
ſoon. For we had but juſt time to re- 
new our aſtoniſhment at the wonderful 
events which had ſo rapidly ſucceeded 
en train, and congratulate each other 
on their providential iſſue; to de- 
nounce vengeance againſt Eliza for ſo 
- miſchievouſly tormenting us about her 
Chevalier; to adjuſt the hour of their 
arrival, which we fixed for the next day, 


at dinner time; and to ſit down to tea 5 


with ſpirits lived and hearts happy, 
| when Robert bounced in upon us, crying 
out O lord! O lord! Maſter is come 
upon us ſo ſuddenly that we are all 
cc © frightened out of our wits with joy.” 

Four Maſter !” exclaimed Mrs, Bel. 

field ;—* Where! Where is he?“ 

85 George paſſed him juſt now, as they 
came in at the weſt lodge, in two poſt- 
be . chaiſes ; and ſet off as faſt as he could 
Oz ride 
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« ride to tell 1 us all about it. They be 
9 1 together, he ſays. And he has ſet 


Betty a crying rarely, ſor he told her 


* that Pat was well enough to ride poſt.” 
Mrs. Belfield, with uplified hands, 
thanked the Almighty for his ooodnels ; 


Caroline and 1, were molt devoutedly . 
imitating her, when we ſuddenly found 
ourſelves in the dark; for Robert had 
run, with the candles, into the hall, 
where there were already a dozen, or 
more, in the hands of nearly as many 


ſervants. : 
We heard the carriages rattling up to 


5 the door. Caroline ran, and, in an in- ; 


ſtant, was in her brother's arms! 1 fol- 


lowed, but in vain attempted to reach 
the parlour door, for, ſeized with a | 
_ dizzineſs, I ſank upon the ſofa. I did 
not faint, nor was I void of recolle&ion 5 
but my limbs refuſed to ſupport me, and 


S 3 N 59 * 


| 
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1 was, for ſome time, abſolutely ſpeech- 
Tels. 


Harriett eatered the room firſt. She 


gave a faint ſhriek on ſeeing Mrs. Bel- 
field, —ſprang to her,- 
knees, —kiſſed her extended hands, and 
hid her face in the good lady's boſom. 
Mrs. Belfield threw her arms around her, 
—thanked her God for the bliſsful mo- 
ment ſhe was indulged with, and wept 


over her.—Mr. Belfield hung 0 over Rn 
both. 


i on de 


J felt every ſymptom of approaching 


ede and do not think I could 
have ſurvived another minute, had not 
my father, turning round, obſerved me. 
Charlotte! my dear child, art here?“ 
he ſaid ;—* come hither, girl!” Twas 
magic to me, Madam! I ſprang to his 
_ arms, 


cried O my dear father! and = 
wept aloud. 


At the ſound of my voice, Harriett 
e raiſed 
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-arfcd her end My Silter ti 
ec Where 25 '—Obſerving me, ſhe turned 


to Mrs. Belfield, —* Ah! Madam; may 
© I preſume to embrace my Aer ES 


ſtept towards her:“ 
were faſt lockt 1 in each other s arms: 


Mr. Belfield ſupported us to the ſofa. 
During the whole of a ſcene ſo affecting 1 
and exquifſite, the room was half filled 
with ſervants, who all wept with joy at 


our moſt happy meeting: 
10 tell you every thing we nid, 


Couſin, would be endleſs: to tell you 


every thing we felt —impoſſible. Let it 
ſuffice, — our endearments were ineffable. 


They were, at length, interrupted by 
Mr. Senegal, who, ſtepping up to Eliza, 
ſaid—“ Drown it! Miſs Woodford, this 


eis an aukward houſe for ſtarving peo- 


© ple to be in. J can ſee nobody that 
„% knows me. I wiſh our old friend, the 


* Chevalier, were here ! he would ſoon 
| 90 MF 


-In a moment we 


ebe 
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« try if he could not e us a cup 


* of tea, after our long ride.” 

„ Chevaliers, like eher folks, will 
FE ſometimes prefer the gratification of 
* their own feelings to thoſe of their 
« friends. However, Sir, if you will 
ce ſuffer this lady,” (running to Caroline,) 
* and your humble Servant.” (curtſey- 
ing, ) to forage for you, we will ſee if 
© we cannot cater as well as the Chevalier 
„ would have done.” The tea-equipage 
was increaſed in an inſtant; and, I verily 
believe, a happier party never ſat down 


together. 


Our e ſoon became general, 


and was frequently rendered intereſting, 
by affecting anecdotes of the unhappy 
people whom our travellers had ſo re- 
cently left. Harriett was fitting on one 
fide of Mrs. Belfield ; and Mr. Belfield, 
who was on the other, had entertained 
us with a ſtory about Lary, a ſervant of 


his, 
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his, relative to his interpretation of the 
phrale— Erin go brach!“ when Mr. 
| Senegal whiſpered Sir Hairy. 


What ſays the general?“ anſwered 
my father, loud enough to be heard by 
us all. Eliza, it ſeems, was Commander 
in Chief in all their little plots, and 
| pranks to teaze Harriett. 

+ Hearty as everin the good old cauſe, 
Sir Harry.” 

40 The ſooner the better then.“ | 

 Harriett frowned, and ſeemed uneaſy, 
Mr. Belfield looked SOT: ata at 
Mr. Senegal. 

„ You are too late, my friend, ” ſaid 


5 that gentleman; —who's afraid! and lean- 


ing over the back of Mrs. Belfield's chair, 
| —© Theſe good folks have been telling 
you ſtrange ſtories about poor Ireland. 


Suppoſe I were to tell you: one, 
«© Madam ?” 


Mrs. Belfield nodded aſſent. Ex 


| 
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Thank you, Madam. You are to 


$ » Tan 


Ireland, travelled an uncommon kind 
of a lady, who had ſcampered on a 
pilgrimage, not to behold any un- 


manding, or horſe whipping bis run— 


06 3 girl, as every old bachelor will 
„tell you he ſhould have done, was 


„ frantic with Joy at the diſcovery ; mand, 


% at my propoſal, would have married 
« her, that very evening, to the individual 


* man ſhe had been ſcampering after. 


« Yet, although the general” (Eliza) 


learn then, that, in a certain part of 


common kind of a {aint, but to catch. 
hold of an uncommon kind of a gen- 
e tlemen. It ſo happened, Madam, that, 
on a certain ſpot, this lady was ſo 
fortunate as to perſerve the life of the 
man ſhe ran from, and of the yery 
man ſhe ran after, at the ſame inſtant. 
Ss © The father inſtead of ſeverely repri- 
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told me that the gentleman would, 


moſt afſuredly, make one of the beſt 
huſbands in the world; aye, and I 


verily believe he thought ſo too, —out 
of mere perverſenels, the little Obſtinate 
refuſed to comply with the wiſhes of 
her father the wiſhes of all preſent : 
and what was her excuſe, think you, 
Madam ?——Oanly becauſe the good 


man's mamma was not prelent to give 
her conſent Did you ever hear of ſo 


filly an excuſe for not complying with = 


the dictates of her own heart | ? 


Now, Madam, permit me to aſk you 


c what this unaccountable girl deſerves.” 
Why, really, Sir,” (and the dear 
woman ſmiled,) © I think the lady richly 


deſerves to be well married,” 


© Bravo, Madam! let her, by all means, 
be ſeverely puniſhed for her perverſity. 


Here, Madam, do you inflict the due 


correction.“ - And Mr, Senegal gave 


her 
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her Harriett' $ hand, and then her Son's. 


Mrs. Belfield, with eyes devoutly caſt 


AYE heaven, joined their hands to- 


gether, and dropt a tear of bliſs upon 
them both, —* May you be happier, if 


_ © poſhible, my children, than even I think 


you delerve to be!“ The enamoured 
pair dropt on their knees, —kifſed the 
hands which ftill preſſed theirs; and 


they mingled tears of ecſtaſy together: 


My father wept too, couſin ; and folding 
me in his arms, —““ Now, my dear Char- 
„ Jotte, let me bur ſee thee as happy as 
„they are, and I ſhall die the happieſt 


© man that ever lived,” : 

Harriett no longer | frowned at Mr. 
Senegal. She even conſented with eaſe 
and cheerfulneſs, to the e being 


performed the next day. 
In fact, couſin, the happy lovers ap- 


peared ſo unembarraſſed, —ſo endearing 


to us all, that their conduct ſhielded 
„„ chem 


| 
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them from the fire of many batteries of 


wit which were intended to be opened 
on them the next day. For Sir Harry, 
perceiving fevera] ſhots fall, ineffectually, 


to the ground, ſwore that the enemy was 


unaſſailable; and that it was only waſting ; 


ammunition to fire any longer. 
The next morning, Sir Harry, Mr. 


Bel field, and Mr. Sene gal, arole with the : 


lark to arrange matters at 


returned about nine Gelee " a 


ſpecial licenſe in their pocket, and Doctor 


Homily 3 in their carriage. 


Eliza had taken care that the ladies 


| ſhould be ready to receive them ; for ſhe 
was very early with Caroline ; ind both | 
went to aſſiſt Mrs. Belfield. | 


By eight o'clock they came - thundering 


to our door; and the miſchievous General 


feigning the greateſt anxiety, begged to 


know if—the renowned Chevalier were 
armed Cap- a- Pee, and hergically. deter- 


mined 


They 8 
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mined t to encounter the dreadful Knight 
of the Vale of the Gens“ 
II would give one of my fingers, 
„ almoſt,” ſaid Harriett, © if Captain 
* Belfield would but return home, that 
might have the Haste of lating 
8 my revenge on you.“ 1 
O Caroline!” (and Eliza laughed 
heartily at my ſiſter's threat; J) « for good 
* neſs ſake, let us flee from the outrage- 
e ous. creature. How horribly ſpiteful 
dit is! Take care of it, my dear; for I 
ee dare to ſay, if thou wert but to open 
8 « thy pretty mouth, it would frighten 
< thee out of all thy ſenſes by bow-wow- | 
ing Colonel Townley at thee. I vow 
it has terrified me ſo horridly, that L 
„ ſhall not be capable of ſaying a good 
<« thing all day. Prithee, my love, let 
« us get away from its den, before it be 
prepared to ruſh out upon us: And 


down ſtairs they ran, laughing aloud, 
vor. 1. Fa 
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and threatening to return in half an hour. 
But we ſaved them the trouble, — by 
joining them in a few minutes. 5 
We were ſurprized, on entering the 
room, to find Eliza very grave. She had 
been inquiring if any intelligence of her 
brother had been obtained; and was 
anſwered in the negative. Harriett, 
however, ſoon reconciled her to want of 
news, by obſerving that not being yet 
arrived, was a favourable ſymptom in 
her brother, as it ſhewed that he was not 
totally devoid of conſcience and de- 
cency ; which he certainly muſt have 
been, had he ſo ſoon returned to the 
_ neighbourhood of thoſe, whom he had 
ſo very recently injured. Eliza felt the 
force of the obſervation, Her fears were 
appeaſed. And, on Mrs. Belfield's kiſſing 
the tear from her cheek, her lovely coun- 
tenance ſoon brightened into ſmiles. 
You Wouls, no doubt, Couſin, have 
5 been ; 
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been exceedingly delighted to have ſeen 

with what politeneſs and eaſe, my ſiſter 
received Doctor Homily. He AT. pere 
8 fealy enraptured with her :——Said he 
was extremely happy that the honour of 
that day's ceremony was reſerved for 
him; and highly gratified that he ſhould 
be indebted for ſo pleaſing an event, to 
her great tenderneſs and reſpe@ for 
Mrs. Belfield. Nor did Harriett ſeem a 
little flattered by the compliment, 
We were preparing to fit down to 
breakfaſt, when Mr. Senegal ſhut the 

door, and refuſed to admit Robert, with | 
the Coffee. 
Can a good act be too foon accom- 
vg pliſhed, Madam ?” he roared out, with 
his back againſt the door. I think not, 
Y Sir ;” anſwered Mrs. Belfield. Te 
« Ought the ceremony to wait for the 
4 breakfaſt, general ; (to Eliza) © or the 
2 breakfaſt for the ceremony 8 


0 : „Why, 


160 | FILIAL INDISCRETIONS, 


6c Why, 1 muſt confels, if a ſimilar 
* ſentence hung ſo cloſely over my head, 
I ſhould think that the ſooner it was 

0 inflicted the ſooner it would be 

0 over.“ 

. Right, moſt noble ee 1 
Therefore, as I am father in this affair, 

«I command my children directly to 

m attend to a few hard words which the 
e reverend Doctor will repeat to them; 

and which he may hurry over as faſt 
« as he pleaſes, for they will have plenty 
of time to digeſt them—at their leiſure. 
And, that their mother may enjoy the 
12 ceremony, as well as their father, they 
« have my further commands to approach 
« as near to Mrs. Belfield as they con- 
6c « veniently can,” 

Doctor Homily looked aticagrely at 
Mr. Belfield for inſtructions. Mr. Bel- 
field looked at Harriett; who, with one 
of her JOE: imiles, faid—* O fie! 

== Sir, 


FILIAL INDISCRETIONS, N 161 


« Sir. What! Will you ſet an n example 


« of undutifulneſs, by diſobeying your 
and the firſt hour He has 


ce father! ?, 
00 acknowledged you too! | wg 


Mr. Belfield caught her in his arms. 
O thou tranſcendent excellence!“ he 
cried; and led her to his mother. Mrs. 
Belfield kiſſed her; and begged of her 


(in a whiſper) not to be diſconcerted. 


I have braved danger under the eye 
« of your ſon too often, Madam,” ſhe 
replied, loud enough to be heard by us 
all; © and know his heart too well, to 


os «ſhrink from ſuch a ſervice,” 


The happy man looked in raptures2 . 
the Doctor gave a {mile of approbation 1 
at the compliment: 

party, looked on it as a death- blow to 

their wit: Mrs. Belfield bleſſed her :— 


and the ceremony commenced. 


Sir Harry could hardly have patience 
| to wait till all was over, before he hol- 
. 35 * 3 lowed, — 


—Eliza, and her 
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lowed, —** Now, Charlotte, ſend ſome- 


ce body home directly, upon the ſwifteſt 
„ horſe in your brother's ſtable. Let 
. * them know it is Harriett's wedding 
— day. And tell them all that if yy 8 
a man ſober by ſun-ſet, by — 
© not look upon him a as a friend to the 
oF family.” 
At breakfaſt Mr. Senegal afforded us 
a a deal of diverſion. After having affected 
to appear very grave, for a minute or 
two, he addreſſed himſelf very ſeriouſly to . 
Mrs. Belfeſdꝓ. 


Pray, Madam, could you any how 


« contrive to make a ſhift with a good 
0 huſband ? I was a very decent father 
* juſt now, you know; and I think I 
* ſhould make a tolerable ſpouſe ; 
8 « eſpecially to a lady who took me in 
&« diſtreſs. I feel ſo confoundedly queer 
among theſe girls, where one has no 


<6 chance ; foro one of them (particularly 
25 e on 
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* on this happy occaſion) is, no doubt, 


thinking of 1 who 1s ſighing 
another of a ColoneF 
1 in Beerſheba ; nd another of a 
* no! your ſighing Iwain is only a pla 
“ Miſter, I believe; (to me:) and no 
bad thing neither, though I am one 


6c far in Dan; 


a myſelf no offence to you Sir Harry. 


What, no nodding now, Madam? Well 
* then, when I get home, EH een ad- 
-bleſſed with the 
0 * necellary En eu to render the 
* marriage ſtate happy,. —if I cannot 
« get a wife without: for, reſt aſſured, 
I'll be a Benedict before I come again, 
jf it be only to vex you for 8 my 


vertiſe for a lady 


« kind offer.“ 


Eliza preſſed very hard to know who 
the lady was, that Mr. Senegal flattered 
himſelf he ſhould be able to bring among 
us; but 1 was compelled to reſt latisßed 


with 
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with kia affurance that ſhe was not hand- 


ſomer than herſelf. = 
Doctor Homily had entertained v us with 
a very curious account of a wedding, 
whereat the total amount of the different 
ages of the bride, the bridegroom, the 
bridal father, and two bride maids, was 
exactly equal to the number of days in 


the year! when Robert brought a letter 


to Mr. Senegal. 
5 OR For me !—a love letter perhaps 1 
« at all events, ladies, it ſhall be pro 


bono publico: (opening it.] Ha, ha, 


© ha!—huzza, boys !—Succels to trade! 
5 There was economy ſor you, Belfield! 
not a penny paid for inſurance, and all 
arrived ſafe!” 


We, who were not in the ſecret, were 
on the tiptoe of expectation. 


But where are they? How did 


© come Robert „FF coach, Gir. 


65 In a coach! Whey | ! Senegal debtor 
"IS, to 


8 
14 
a 

5 
$55 


i 
; 
| 
4 


F een 


7 " of yourſelves and your friends: 
0 Jam father of the family to day.“ 
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247 0 to Coach; one kandred and fiſty miles, 


„with a cargo of wild Iriſh, who never 


„ ſaw a coach before in their lives!“ 
ell, well! never mind, Robert. Make 


* the good man, and his wiſe, merry, and 
comfort the hearts of the little ones. 


And, do you hear, Robert? take care 


We entreated that we mi ght be ſuffered 


to inſpe Mr. Senegal's cargo, when it 
had been refreſhed ; and, in the mean 
time, our attention was arreſted by his 


advice to Mr. Belfield how to diſpoſe of 


his flock to the beſt advantage. 


He would have a village, formed on a 


plan neat, yet rural, on © Halcyon Green, : 


a beautiful ſpot (over which they came, 
_ yeſterday evening) watered, on each ſide, 
by a rivulet of excellent water; and 


through the middle of which runs the 


road from the park, as well as from the 
| 1 upper 


or — _— 


m 
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upper and lower weſt- farms, to the 
turnpike. = Og 

The Green, I ſhould have told you, is 
of an oblong form, about three hundred 


yards i in length, and about two hundred 
CHF 


Full thirty yards on each ide of the 


road was to remain in its preſent ſtate, 
for fowls, ducks, geeſe, &c. to graze on; 
"the remainder he would have divided 
into ſixteen equal parts, —cight on each [= 
fide. 
On each of the diviſions, and at the 
centre of the fide facing the road, a neat 
cottage was to be erected: Thoſe at the 


four corners were to conſiſt of five rooms 


each, — to be let only to a ſchoolmaſter, 

8 carpenter, a ſhoemaker, and a black- 
{mith :—the other twelve were to have 
only three rooms each, for huſbandmen ; 
a {carcity of which, Sir Harry ſaid, Was 
much complained of by the farmers in 


A · Ho DA SS RO HR PEE EASE ey gent A In ny 


FILIAL INDISCRETIONS, 167 


the neigbbourhood. The cottages would, 


it ſeemed, ſtand about thirty yards from 


each other; and the whole was to have 
the appearance of a little paradiſe. 


None but married people were to be 
admitted tenants of the village. Ale 
rents were to be very reaſonable; and a 
preference always to be given to men 
of approved characters for ſobriety,— 
induftry,——-good morals, —=and hone 
laſt, not leaſt expected, for humanity to 
dumb animals. Then, as each tenant. 
_ would have very near half an acre of land 
for a garden, he was to raiſe vegetables 
ſufficient for the family, as alſo for pigs, 
poultry, &c. which would not only ſerve 
them for food, but afford a conſiderable 
ſupply for the market, and, by that 
means, contribute towards the rent. 
Milk, he had learnt, was in abundance at 
the farms, and very cheap; but he would 
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alſo have a tated portion for every child, 
ſupplied gratis, from the park. 

Io all thoſe fhould-be's, and would- have” S, 
| Couſin, our Harriett gave her hearty 


approbation; and Mr. Belfield not als 
; acquieſced in the plan, | . oiled 5 
ſee it forwarded with the utmoſt diſpatch. 


The family which Mr. Senegal has im- 


ported is to poſſeſs the firſt corner houſe 


that ſhall be finiſhed, —the good man 


| being a ſhoemaker. And, inſtead of a 
cow, he is to preſent him with ſome hides 
of leather to begin his work with. In a 


happy moment was the plan for peopling 


| Halcyon Green deviſed :—May the moral 


rectitude of the inhabitants render it an 
Halcyon Village! 


The whole family—man—wife, and 


ſeven little ones, were now introduced, 
The poor, honeſt fellow was ſo much 


affected at the fight of his old friends, that 
he was unable to utter a ſyllable. He 
claſped 
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claſped his hands together; he appeared 2 


almoſt ſuffocated with exceſs of gratitude; = 


—he, happily, burſt into a fit of crying, 


and ran out of the room to recover 


himſelf, 


They were all drefſed very clean; and 


the children looked like ſo many pictures 
of roſy health, but complained terribly 
of their ſtockings and ſhoes, which Mr. 
Senegal's ſiſter had given them, and in- 
ſiſted that they ſhould | wear until her 
brother ſaw them. 


_ Harriett kiſſed the little N and 


wept over them; repeatedly telling us 
that they mia d her of a ſcene, which 
ſhe could never think of but with exceſs 

of horror. She gave them cake and wine. 
—Mr. Belfield ſupplied the boys. 
The mother informed Mr. Senegal, that 
Major — had diſpoſed of their goods 
the very night our friends left him; and 
that he generouſly gave her huſband ten 
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guineas more than their value, beſides 
providing them an excellent ſea-ſtock. 


© Bravo, my dear fellow!“ exclaimed 
Mr. Senegal. Drown it! Belfield, 


«© I wiſh we had the Major here! He is 
too good by half to live in that hot- 


ee headed neighbourhood. But, God bleſs 


C him! I ſay, wherever he may lire. 
And the generous creature followed the 
family out of the room viping his eyes! 
Vet this gentleman, I am told, Couſin, 
has ſpent the greater portion of his life 
in the abominable traffic of his own 
ſpecies—the accurſed ſlave-trade ! Nay, 


when he accompanied our amiable friends 


from Liverpool, he ſeemed not to poſleſs 
a fingle idea tending to philanthropy ;— 
gain, however got, was the heaven he 
was in purſuit of ;,-—Plutus almoſt his 


only God ! But a few days, wholly de- 


voted to their ſociety, and amid ſcenes 
truly intereſting, effected a moſt wonder- 


ful 
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ful alteration in bis ſentiments, In fact 
he became a being of a ſuperior order. 
Such, Madam, is the heavenly influence 
of virtuous example on the ſoul of man, 
when vice is diveſted of its power of 
| contaminating, by being deprived of i its 
accuſtomed acceſs to it! 
Doctor Homily was taking leave of us 
ſoon after dinner, in order to attend an 
old pariſhioner, who was on the bed of 
| fickneſs, and requeſted his ſpiritual | 
aſſiſtance. As he paſſed my ſiſter, he 
: ſaid to her,—** I hope, my dear Madam, : 
© I ſhall have the happineſs of ſeeing. 
« «you and your friends at Church, on 
« Sunday?“ 
6: Pray; Doctor, do you N to the = 
„ faſhion, and make it a point to treat 
your auditors with a diſh of politics N 
I uſed to be mightily fond of that ſort of 
e traſh,” ſaid Mr. Senegal, when I was 
« in the nee DAG, It was a 


0 2 &« kind 
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5 kind of a ee to my conſcience. 
5.4 good cut-and- flaſh ſermon had then 
© a far better effect on me, than a double 


allowance of grog; and I could have 
killed half a dozen of our natural enemies, 
* as old Spintext uſed to call them, with 
das much good will as 1 would have 
i deſtroyed ſo many fleas. But, I don't 
„know how it is, Doctor, that kind of 

*« tuff does not fit lightly on my ſtomach | 
4 now—it ſmells ſo confoundedly ſtrong 

*« of religion behind a counter. And as I, 
even when in the dingy trade, ſhould 
have deteſted the ſhop-keeper, who was 

| * hypocrite enough to cram my mouth 5 


with a prayer, whilſt he was picking 


= my pocket of a penny by taking ad- 
vantage of my ignorance; ſo I ſhudder 
s at the divine, who will attempt to rouſe 
© his congregation to the deſtruction of 


« their fellow creatures, while he ſhould 


5s be 


: { 7 


j 
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© be teaching them to do unto others as 


55; they would be done unto.” 


* A good biſhopric i is a tempting thing 


ee * to be ſure !” ſaid Harriett; © and if a 
political key will, with the greateſt 5 
* facility, open the door to one, we need 
„ not wonder that worldly minded men 


* ſhould ſo readily adopt it. Yet lawn 


<« ſleeves, with languinary ſpots on them, 


* will make but a ſorry appearance in the 
© realms above, where the God of philan- 
FE „ thropy,—-the Father of mercy——the I 
Angel of peace preſides over all. But 


© he who approaches the mitre by the 
5 white road of charity and good will, 


5c rather. increaſes its ſplendour, than 
receives dignity from it.“ 


My good friends!“ (and the 8 


Vicar bowed moſt politely to us all,) 
my divine Maſter tells me, that I muſt 
forgive the treſpaſſes of others, as I 

20 would hope to be forgiven. Believe 


$1 3 | 66 me, | 
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me, when I enter the pulpit, I do not 


require a repetition of his prayer to 
remind me of his injunction.“ 


That ſentence, my dear Doctor, would 


have ſecured you our attendance, had 
e no other inducement;“ (faid Mr. 


Belfield, ſhaking him by the hand ; ;) 


** for he, who enters the pulpit impreſſed 


« with that divine idea, cannot but exhort G 
© his hearers to peace, harmony, and 


48 brotherly love with all mankind, 
The Doctor withdrew, well pleaſed 


with Mr. Belfield's compliment, and left 
Mr. Senegal with ftrong impreſſions in 
his favour. We, you know, Couſin, have 
long known Doctor Homily, not only as 

an eminent divine, but as what 18 All 
better—a good man! 


When Robert entered; to remove the | 


tea-equipage, I obſerved a broad ſmile 


on his countenance. Immediately on 


Mis leaving the room, we heard a ſtrange 


ſcuffling | 
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ſcuffling which ſomewhat alarmed us, 
when inſtantly, “ Haſte, haſte to the 
_* wedding!” was ſtruck up in the livelieſt | 
manner, by the waits from — . The 
exhilerating tune gave an inſtinktire 0 
motion to our feet. A dance! a dance!” 
was the general cry; ; when a thundering 
noiſe at the hall door interrupted us. 
Mr. Belfield was called out; and, in a 
moment introduced ho would have 
thought of it Colonel Townley, and 
Mr. Bliſton! | 
_ Thoſe : gentlemen were on their return 
from races, and had galloped full 
thirty ae acroſs the country—purely 
to inquire after our health. You will 
eaſily believe, Couſin, they were not a 
little rejoiced at the arrival of our friends; 
eſpecially as they had dropt in lo oppor- 
tuncly to dance at the wedding. 
Poor Caroline was exceſſively embar- 


raſſed at the abrupt ee of her 
| humble : 
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humble ſervant. Mr. Belfield, obſerving : 
her ſituation, ſaid © Caroline! here is a 
ce oentleman, my dear, to whom I have 
* learnt we are all under very great 
obligations. Suffer me to introduce 
Colonel Townley to you.” 
Aye, aye, that's right!“ cried Sir 
Harry: let us introduce the lads and 
1 laſſes together firſt; and then, for a 
good dance on the joyful occaſion. 
Here, Charlotte, let me introduce my 
„ friend Bliſton. But, egad, I find it is 
© not the firſt time that you have all been : 
introduced to each other. Aye, now, | 
* that's well !—kiſs and be friends.— 
e This will put you. in mind of what you 
© muſt all come to.” 
Bravo! Sir Harry.” 1 Mr. 
Senegal. And now, Sir, if you will be 
* ſo kind to introduce me to the General, 
e may have a kiſs as well as the reſt ; 
9 and off we II go, with the Spinſter's 
| 25 favourite — 
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favourite Oh ! that I were married 
% too!“ The dance was called. Caroline 
and I, looked a little fooliſh, I believe; 
and Mr. Senegal and Eliza led off.— 
She obſerving as ſhe paſſed us what a 
« pity it was, that every body's humble 
© ſervant did not pop in ſo very apropos.” 

After the third dance we ſat down, 
and Mr. Bliſton (accompanying himſelf 

on an organized Piano-Forto) lang the : 
beautiful ſong—** O talk not to me of 
__ * the wealth ſhe poſſeſſes!” in a moſt 
charming manner. 
When the muſic was ceaſed; Colonel 
 Townley, as if rouſed from a reverie, 
exclaimed— My God! Mr. Belfield, I 
cannot appeaſe my aſtoniſhment, that | 
« Mrs. Belfield ſhould have been your 
08 companion lo long, and on ſo very 
« intereſting a tour, yet you not once 
ſuſpect her!“ Ly 
„There were ſo many reaſons for not 


_* ſuſpefing, 
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my ſuſpeQing, and not one for it, that, 
had you, my dear Sir, been in the ſame 
2" predicament, I do not doubt ws FOG 
„would have been equally deceived. 
O pardon me, my dear Sir, that 
f would have been impoſſible! Can you 
imagine any diſguiſe could have con- 
© cealed your ſiſter ſo long from me? 
Caroline bluſhed. The Colonel made 


an aukward apology for preſuming to | 


introduce her name. Mr. Belfield ſmiled, 
and replied, —* Suppoſe you had torn 


©. 6B yourſelffrom Caroline, Sir, as J had done 


* from my Harriett; and that ſhe firſt : 
3 1 appeared before you as a foreigner, - — 
te arrayed in the habit of a frenchman, . 
ws ſpeaking that language, or elſe very 


broken engliſh; and with a complexion 


of a deep olive, heightened ſo ſyſ- 
** tematically, in ſeveral parts of the 


8 NS face, as to alter the uſual appearance 


8 of the features | 7. 


—Suppole ſhe then 
">> introduced 
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„ introduced herſeli to your notice by 
an act of bravery and alroitnels, which 
„would have claimed your admiration, 
even in a man; ; that the the n (iu led 
1 All ſulpicion by 4 geportment uniform, 
« —unembarralſed ; and by a Conv erla- 
* tion which very foe men cout attain | 
 * unto ?——Suppoſe that you ſaw her 
„calm and collected in dangers the moſt 
<« imminent, and, apparently, never ſo 
10 happy as when braving terror by your 
ide? Recollect too, Sir, that when- 
« ever I thought of a woman, my ideas 
* were inſtantly tranſported far- very 
„far from myſelf; and I. wall your | 


„ « amazement will ſoon ſubſide. But, as 


© one experiment will evince more than 
fifty allertions ; if my Harriett will 
« indulge us ſo far, as to put on her great 
coat and hat only, we ſhall have one 
« demonſtration at leaſt.” 
 Harriett retired with great cheerfulneſs; 5 

and 
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and lies followed to aſſiſt in enrobing 
her. Robert too was ordered to attend 7 
with a cup of Coffee, to amend the olive 
of the face, which had nearly recovered. *; 
its beautiful complexion. . 1 5 


Im; a few minutes Eliza returned, in- 


| troducing her quondam gallant, Chevalier 
LAmie, dreſſed in a ſtrange faſhioned, 
long, looſe coat, | buttoned almoſt down 
to the toes, and nearly white; with a 
hat very high and ſmall. Inſtead of 
looking ſhorter, as is the general obſer- 
vation of women dreſſed in men's apparel, 
ſhe appeared e more than half 5 
a foot! 


We were much diverted at her gro- 


5 teſque appearance, and the air with 
which ſhe paraded about the room; but 
were abſolutely tranſported at the 

| aſtoniſhment which Colonel Townley 
_ expreſſed. A diſguiſe ſo effeQtual, he 
: confelled, ſhe mal allumed, that he was 


apologining 
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apologizing for his late ſcepticiſm, when, 
the door opening, we heard a voice ex- 
5 claim“ Oo lord have mercy !——lord 
have mercy! there it is again! and 
ſomebody fell on the floor. Harriett, 
who was at the inſtant, parading towards 
the door, ran to his aſſiſtance crying 
e Help, help; it is poor old William!“ 
It was the gardener, couſin; who 


very ſoon recovered, and ſtared wildly 8 


round the room, — 1 am ſure, 1 be 


© not ſtark mac. it was the Ne ſelf 
© ſame thing that 


„What thing, William Po -Do you 
& not know me (aſked my ſiſter,) © am 4 
„I not your tulip, (till 2” 
«Yes, yes, my dear, dear young lady! vo 
0 gazing very wiſtfully at her, and kiſling | 
her hand,) “' thou waſt always my tulip, 


band ſhall be ſo, maid or wife, as long 


6 as Ty William lives to ſee thee, 
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5 But 1 was moſt mortally frightened 
indeed, when I firſt looked at you, 
e you are ſo monſtrouſly like the fright- 


© ful ghoſt that appeared to me in the 
g thunder ſtorm at Liverpool.“ Fi 


The myſtery of the Spedre of the hotel 


was inſtantly explained, Madam, and 
William was ſo much piqued at our 
f laughter, that he was renewing his pro- 
teſtations, as to the fact, when my ſiſter 
| told him it was herſelf whom he ſax; 
and that ſhe was as much alarmed at ; 
ſeeing him, as he could poſſibly have 
been at beholding her. The good old 
man was in an ecſtaſy at the intelligence, 
He perfectly wept for joy that it was 
pure fleſh and blood which had alarmed 
him, and no horrid viſion, He could 
not ſtay at home he ſaid, when he heard 
| we were all here; but was reſolved to 
fealt his MS at leaſt, before he "Dope: 


He ; 
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He again kiſſed Harriett's hand, and 
withdrew, leaving a thouſand bleſſings 
WIL UM 
The following morning the ſpirits of 
Eliza experienced a ſevere check. As | 
we were preparing for a ride round the 
park, a ſervant arrived from Turret- 
ville, with a letter from her brother. Hir 
Ebörlez tells her that he is in a very in- 
a different ſtate of health —ſtill i in Ireland; 
and determined to remain ſo during life. 
He implores ten thouſand pardons for 
his impetuous,—cruel conduct; and 
entreats her to e e . of --. 
her amiable friend, and the much af- 
fronted family. He concludes his letter 
by defiring Eliza to take unreſerved 
poſſeſſion of the Hall, with its domain; | 
and aſſures her, that as ſoon as his ſolici- 
tor can prepare the neceſſary writings 
for transferring the eltate in due form, 15 
. R C he 
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1 he will immediately. tranſmit them to 


The dear girl was much more affected : 


at the ſituation of her brother, than 
gratified by his valuable preſent, though 


worth two thouſand per annum. But, 
alas! Couſin, fhe does not know (nor do : 


we think proper to acquaint her at 
preſent) that Mr. Belfield received * 
letter, moſt probably by the ſame mail, 

informing him that Sir Charles, phrenſied yy 
at the repeated failure of his ſchemes, | 

attempted his own life twice; and has 


actually deprived himſelf of one of his 


eyes! He is now, however, more com- 


poſed in mind, and deemed, by the fa- 


culty, out of danger; but (as in Eliza' 8 
letter) appears determined to ſpend the 
remainder of his life in Ireland; and is 


mortgaging his Iriſh eſtates, to the bank of 


La Touche, for the ſum due to Sir Harry. 


158 To : 
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10 cheſe, Madam: ſucceeded Dali; 
gence by the London Mail, from Colonel 
Belfield, informing his brother of his 
promotion. Alſo that the regiment. 
having been much diminiſhed by fick- 


neſs, as well as ſevere duty, the remainder 


were drafted into the = regiment ; and 
He, with ſeveral of the officers, Was 
coming home in the next fleet, which 


might be expected in November. "Eliza: 


cheered up a little, on this information; 


but I cannot ſay ſolely out of compliment 


to the joyful family; for, on Mr. Belfield 


ſhew ing her a part of his brother” $ letter, : 


the ſweeteſt ſuffuſion overſpread her 


lovely countenance, and ſhe dropt her 
head on Mrs, Belfield's boſom. 
bs Order me a horſe a chaiſe 8 
„cart, or ſomet hing, for pity's ſake, 
_ * Belfield, to convey me to Liverpool,” 
roared Mr. Senegal ; and let me ſee if 
Rg ED * 
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C 15 cannot find ſomebody, who will make ; 


* me bluſh, by . me of—what 


we muſt all come to.“ 

This, you may be aſſured, Couſin, did 

not leſſen the dear creature's confuſion, | 
But ſoon recovering her vivacity,— 
This, Caroline,” ſaid the ſatyrical 
beauty, * comes of your ſiſter's terrible 


© wiſhes yeſterday morning! One would 


c be almoſt induced to ſuſpect her of 


© witchcraft ! Take care, my dear, how 


6 you preſume to offend her, or ſhe wil! 
« be threatening you too, with lending 155 

e ſomebody to take you away? 

It was now poor Caroline's turn to 

bluſh; but her mamma ſoon relieved her. 
Never mind her, Caroline;“ ſaid the 
by good lady; „ if no worſe man than your 
c brother is to come for you, tell her 
vou will be happy to ſee him. 
6. Drop a . child 1 and thank 
| your Ts 
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„your mamma for ſuch eritical relief. 


i es A triend in necd, as yon have juſt now 


10 experienced. is a friend indeed!“ 
Hitherto. my dear madam, all has 
been cheerfulneſs and merrirr, ent, except 
| the little interru ption w hich croſicd Eliza 
in her witty career; but matters now, 
begin to wear a more ſerious aſpect. 
Mr. Senegal actually loft us aſter dinner, 
in order to take advantage of the mail | 


5 coach to 5 Juſt before be moun ted 
his horſe, having 9 a very alfectionate 


leave of us all, Caroline overheard him 


tay to her brother- Give me but twenty- 
four hours notice of the joyous day, 
and, by ——! I'll bring mine over; 
4 when we will ſpend the Chriſtmas with 
be you... In ſhort. Belfield, if I can mect 
„with a ſnug birth in this neighbour- 
© hood, I'll become a purchaſer ; eltde : 
2 within hail of ous: and 8 ladly aſſiſt 


my in 


. creatures. 
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« in making this part of the country, at 
© leaſt, tolerably happy; 3 by the 
lord Harry! you and your wife, have 
« totally unqualified me for the com- 


e pany of my old acquaintances—the 
dealers in our poor dingy fellow-_ 


Benevolent creature 1 
: May he be 1 15 wherever he lives! 
Since Mr. Senegal's departure, Couſin, 7 
the men have been repeatedly detected 
while laying their heads together. Sir 
Harry too, has nodded, and winked at us 
ſeveral times :—ſure omens that ſome 
miſchief i 1s plotting, you | know! And, on 
retiring to reſt laſt night, ſaid to Mrs. 
Belfield, in one of his whiſpers, | 


c they may think themſelves very ſecure, | 
Madam, but egad, we'll play them the 
5 agreeable ſurprize yet, before they are 
* a month older.” 2 

. moſt ſincerely wiſh we could be in- 
dulged 


Madam, I have the expreſs injundions 
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dulged with your company. Harriett 


18 politively raving to ſee you Madam; 


and you might then indulge us with 
your kind and inte: efting advice in this 
ſtate of palpitude. But, if you do not 
make haſte, I am horribly afraid that, 


what with the plottings of all, and the 


incellant perle cutions of Colonel Town— 


ley, and Mr. Bliſton, ſome ſtrange events 
will happen. How aukward it would 
appear to you, on coming into this 
5 neighbourhood, to find no more Somer- 
villes in it than Sir Harry ! Then, for 
poor Caroline, and Eliza! I, who never 
pretended to witchcraft, cannot diveſt 
_ wylelf of a ſtrange kind of preſentiment 
that one of them will be tortured out 
of the name of Belfield ; and the other 
into it. 


At all events, Hr may befall us, 


Qt; 
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of every body here, to alfure you of 
their eternal reſpect and eſteem. What 
pleaſure would it give me perſonally | to 
7 aſſure Fou how lincerely - 


=, am, | pp 
My dear Madam, 


7 Your aſfeQionate Coulin, 


and wen obliged ſervant, 


Charlotte Somerville, 


- 1 - SE 4 8 
. Y . 


Wakefield : 'E 


PRINTED BY W. Len, AND HURST, 


* 
* 
. 
5 
„ 
. 
. 
- 
„ 
« 
* 
» . ee * 
— „ RTP TT 256-2 % 
f N * 4 2 2 Sn N . N 5 £ ö 
4 5 ; 3 3 2 the, . 


